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“Bridging Historical Gaps: Evaluating the Representation of Japanese Americans in U.S. Social Studies
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Textbooks”

Despite the digital shift in educational resources, traditional textbooks remain integral to U.S. classrooms,
with 62% to 71% of instructional time still centered around textbook-based activities. Their structured and
comprehensive content offers stability and alignment with educational standards, contributing to improved
student outcomes, as evidenced by studies in Colorado and Tennessee. Textbooks provide a consistent and
reliable resource that supports both teachers and students by offering cohesive narratives, structured lesson
plans, and content that meets state and national educational standards. This enduring reliance on textbooks,
even in an increasingly digital age, highlights their foundational role in shaping educational practices and
influencing students” historical understanding.

However, as California implements new educational reforms under AB 101 (2021) and ACR 18 (2023), there
is an urgent need to critically assess how current high school social studies textbooks portray historically
marginalized groups, particularly Japanese Americans. These legislative mandates emphasize the importance
of including diverse perspectives and ensuring that students gain a comprehensive understanding of American
history. The reforms aim to address historical omissions and biases, particularly concerning Asian American
communities, and to promote a curriculum that reflects the complexities of the nation's cultural and social
history. Textbooks play a critical role in achieving these goals, as they are primary tools through which students
encounter historical narratives and develop civic and cultural competencies.

This study analyzes eight widely used U.S. history textbooks to evaluate the representation of key historical
topics, including the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, Japanese immigration to California, the evolution of the
Yellow Peril narrative, the Immigration Act of 1924, and the forced internment of Japanese Americans. Through
a qualitative content analysis approach, this research identifies significant gaps in how these textbooks address
the political and social status of Japanese Americans, especially in relation to mid-20th-century social democratic
policies. The analysis reveals inconsistencies in the depth and accuracy of content presented across textbooks,
with many offerings fragmented or overly simplified accounts of critical historical events and themes.

The findings indicate that many textbooks provide limited narratives, often overlooking the multifaceted roles
of Japanese Americans as active contributors to U.S. society. They fail to connect pivotal historical events to
broader frameworks of systemic racial exclusion and immigration policies, hindering students' ability to
critically engage with complex themes of race, citizenship, and justice in American history. Additionally, the
study highlights how reductive narratives, such as the oversimplification of the Yellow Peril’s shift from anti-
Chinese to anti-Japanese sentiment, undermine the pedagogical goal of fostering historical empathy and
analytical thinking among students. The lack of detailed coverage on the generational differences within the
Japanese American community, such as the distinct experiences of the Issei, Nisei, and Kibei, further limits
students” understanding of the diverse identities and challenges faced by this group.

This research emphasizes the ethical imperative of revising educational materials to ensure they align with
California’s legislative goals of promoting inclusion and diversity within history education. Recommendations
include expanding textbook content to provide more detailed discussions on Japanese immigrants' contributions
to California, integrating the evolution of the Yellow Peril narrative, and offering nuanced representations of the
generational experiences within Japanese American communities. Additionally, it is crucial to critically assess
the rationale behind exclusionary policies and the internment of Japanese Americans, presenting these events

within the broader context of American civil liberties and racial discrimination. By providing richer historical
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narratives, textbooks can play a pivotal role in preparing students to navigate and understand the complexities
of societal issues, both past and present.

By incorporating a broader and more accurate historical context, textbooks can contribute to a more informed
and empathetic society. Such educational reforms not only align with state mandates but also support the
development of critical thinking, cultural competencies, and civic awareness among students. Ultimately, this
study advocates for an educational approach that ensures students receive a well-rounded understanding of
American history, highlighting the significant roles played by Japanese American communities in shaping the
nation's history and identity. By bridging historical gaps and presenting more inclusive narratives, educators
and policymakers can help cultivate a generation of students equipped with the knowledge and empathy

needed to contribute positively to an increasingly diverse and interconnected world.

2. &% : Roderick Labrador (University of Hawai‘i at Manoa)

“Reeling in Reality: Whitewashing and Whiting Out WWII Japanese American Incarceration”

Over the past year the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) has been discreetly
whitewashing parts of American history that U.S. Archivist Colleen Shogan has deemed “ugly” and paints the
United States in a “negative light.” Shogan has supported this whitewashing by instructing employees to change
educational materials and exhibits, including eliminating references to Japanese American incarceration,
removing and replacing photos of Martin Luther King Jr. and Mexican labor activist Dolores Huerta (of the
United Farm Workers union), and erasing references to the forced dislocation and land dispossession of
Indigenous peoples. NARA is of particular importance to all Americans and specifically Japanese Americans
because it houses the U.S. Declaration of Independence and contains historical photos of Japanese American
families during forced removal and relocation as well as War Relocation Authority (WRA) documents that
indicate where Japanese American families were incarcerated and where they moved to after their imprisonment.
Recently, Shogan ordered the removal of historical photos of WRA concentration camps from a planned
National Archives Museum exhibit because she claimed they were “too negative and controversial.”

Earlier this year (2024), the president and a vice president of Bellevue College (in Seattle, Washington) were
fired after an art installation on their campus was deliberately defaced. The “Never Again Is Now” art
installation by Seattle-based artist Erin Shigaki was part of the annual “Day of Remembrance “activities that
commemorates the day President Franklin Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066, which authorized the
imprisonment of Japanese Americans during World War II. “Never Again Is Now” included an 11-foot-tall
mural with a photograph of two Japanese American children at a California incarceration camp (like Dorothea
Lange’s photos housed in the National Archives and Records Administration) and an artist statement. The
college vice president directed her staff to “white out” part of Shigaki’s artist statement that accompanied the
mural. What was covered up by the staff member was a direct reference to a historical connection between
Japanese American incarceration and the economic development of the land on which the college was
established. Shigaki had written: “After decades of anti-Japanese agitation, led by Eastside businessman Miller
Freeman and others, the mass incarceration of Japanese Americans included the 60 families (300 individuals)
who farmed Bellevue.” The college administrators felt that this part of the statement put the Freeman family in
a “negative light”- Miller Freeman’s grandson is the billionaire Kemper Freeman, Jr. who currently operates

four million square feet of retail, office buildings, hotels, and luxury residences Bellevue, one of the wealthiest
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enclaves in the United States, and the Freeman family has been long-time supporters of Bellevue College.
Although these two events happened over the past year, the whitewashing and whiting out of World War II
Japanese American removal, relocation, and incarceration is nothing new. In this paper, I frame these current
events as part of a longer history of re-imaging of World War II Japanese American experiences. I investigate
how since World War II, U.S. propaganda reels, mainstream movies, and independent films have re-imaged
Japanese American experiences as earlier versions of whitewashing and whiting out, performing a similar
function of censoring and/or erasing parts of American history that are deemed too ugly, negative, or
controversial. In particular, I look at some of the ways in which film and cinema become accepted as visual
representations of history. The process of re-imaging historical events is a selective navigation through the
multiple narratives and voices that compose history. In examining the filmic representations, it is important to
ask: what perspective will be taken, whose voices will be heard, whose lives and experiences will be forgotten?
In this process of constructing filmic representations, it is the filmmaker who has the ability to create history,
define events, and depict lives. It is then the audience who determines which messages and images will be
consumed, understood, believed, and circulated. In the process of creating visual images even when a “real”
event is being captured on film, when an event is being reimaged, we must ask: from what angle is it being
taken? What is being captured within the camera's lens? What is being left out? Integral to this process is the
selective representation of images, filtering through what is to be remembered and what is to be forgotten. What
is remembered and what is forgotten are political projects in which history is subjectively recorded and
interpreted; and the lens with which it is viewed determines the way in which events are re-imaged. The
narrative, storytelling, the process of remembering (and thus its complement, forgetting), and the process of
documenting an event are all subjective realities that comprise one way in which others” histories are reeled as

“real.”

3. WEH ; Mary Kunmi Yu Danico (University of Hawai‘i at Manoa)

“Hidden Stories of Honouliuli, Hawaii: The Korean Prisoners of War 1942-46"

In the U.S. reparation for people of Japanese ancestry who were wrongfully incarcerated has been of vital
importance, however, many are unaware that on the islands of Hawai ‘i, Japanese people were also incarcerated
in Sand Island, Immigration Centers, Honouliuli and Hawai ‘i Volcanic Park. Over 2000 people of Japanese
ancestry were held in camps while leaders from across the islands were sent off to Prisoner of War (POW) camps
in Arkansas, Santa Fe, and other locations. Moreover, others were removed by force from their homes to make
place for military occupation of their homes displacing hundreds of people of Japanese ancestry who were left
to find housing with friends, family, and on their own. While these accounts are news to many who believed
that Pearl Harbor did not affect those living on the islands of Hawai ‘i, most are unaware that on Honouliuli,
majority of those under military watch were prisoners of war (POW). Of the 4000 POWs interned and processed
from 1942-1946 were Korean POW who were brought over to the territory of Hawai ‘i when the US military
removed them from Japanese labor camps in Oceania (Saipan, Tinnian, Guam, etc.). This presentation examines
the lives of these Korean POWs who spent 2-3 years in Honouliuli and later sent back to Korea in 1945-1946.
This preliminary study is based on archival materials from the archives of Pearl Harbor, Scofield Barracks,
Tropics, and 25" Infantry Division; and oral histories of Korean historian Dukhee Lee Murayabashi and

descendants of Korean POWs who currently reside in Jeju, Busan, and Jeollado. Through the oral histories of
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the descendants, the presentation aims to share how these men survived the camps, the Korean democracy

movement, and how they persisted after incarceration.
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2. #W&F : Ethan Caldwell (University of Hawai ‘i at Manoa)

“Black Resonance: Remixing Oceanic Blackness and Belonging Through Song”

How do Black artists articulate Blackness and belonging through singing? How do they show the ways history,
lived experience, and intersections meet within their creative forms beyond the continental United States? In
“Black Resonance: Remixing Oceanic Blackness and Belonging Through Song,” I highlight artistic collaborations
with Black-identifying artists of the African diaspora throughout the Pacific as a way to understand their often
forgotten presence from Hawai ‘i to Japan and beyond. I showcase how they invoke identity in their lived
experience and their artistic practice to re/define education, self-understanding and build community. As part
of alarger project with my colleagues in Pau Hana Sessions that focuses on Black artistic performances in Hawai ‘i,
Japan, and other parts of Oceania, it is our goal to encourage artists, and viewers, to understand relationships
and intersections between historical anti-Blackness, Black Lives Matter, activism, and identity beyond the
continental United States and transpacifically across oceans through revisionary processes that are driven by

context and lived experiences.
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To do this, I highlight the work of two singers, one in Hawai ‘i and another in Japan, as they create and
perform a playlist of songs of Black resonance. In addition to singing a selection of songs of their choosing to
highlight the intersections of Blackness to their specific spaces where they call home and thrive, each artist is
asked to sing their rendition of “Lift Every Voice and Sing.” This song, written by James Weldon Johnson, a
Black school principal in Jacksonville, Florida, in 1900, was popularized by the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), who adopted the song as the Black National Anthem. At it’s core,
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,” one of the earliest protest songs still performed throughout the country, speaks out
against the racial and social injustices of the time. Referencing the racism and violence from Jim Crow and
lynchings, the song represents a strength and striving against the odds, one that has carried on for over a century.
It remains as relevant today as it was in 1900.

By reflecting on how their work resonates, each artist is given an opportunity to remix, call back to, and invoke
new engagements with oceanic Blackness. The artists” performance of this song in o “lelo Hawai ‘i and nihongo
( H AGE) carries this tradition across the Pacific to highlight its local relevance beyond the continent. They disrupt
an often deafening Black absence to resounding calls for social justice, how it translates across the Pacific, and
how the broader racial reckoning occurring on the continent is situated uniquely through their artistry in
Hawai ‘i and Japan. Their songs situates their heritage and legacies, creatively linking the nuances of race, place,
and emphasizing their presence beyond absence. This reshapes the way the artists and surrounding

communities can envision Black identities and possibilities.

3. #HE#E : Chang Liu (Heidelberg University)

“From Erotica to Ray of Light: Madonna’s American Pop Evolution and the Challenge of Ageism”

In this paper, I address the issue of ageism in the U.S. entertainment industry. While ageism —particularly
ageism against female artists in the popular music genre—is prevalent, I aim to offer a contrasting perspective
by examining the case of Madonna. I argue that aging can also serve as a productive mechanism for the
making of one’s stage image, thereby extending one’s career.

I will begin with a summary of existing literature on aging and ageism, particularly focusing on its relation
to the music and entertainment industry. The process of aging is never valued equally when taking into
consideration the gender, sex, sexuality, race of the artist, and the music genre associated with them. While
aging is viewed as valuable for jazz artists, it can be viewed oppositely for musicians associated with punk or
dance music. Female artists associated with pop music are particularly subject to struggles with ageism. Yet,
this does not explain the success Madonna achieved in 1998 at the age of 40, after she gave birth to her
daughter, when she came back with her 7th studio album Ray of Light. Madonna’s debut album was released
in 1983, at the age of 25. Her image has been charged with sexual implications since the beginning of her
career, and this was particularly true when her career entered the 1990s. During this decade, she first released
the album Erotica and the coffee table book Sex, both in 1992, and then Bedtime Stories in 1994. As a female pop
star ages, she often needs to maintain her youthful and sexual appeal and legitimize her sexuality to remain
popular and alluring. Yet, Madonna chose to adopt a different approach to aging at the age of 40 and achieved
a significant transformation. She adopted a new image that does not capitalize on her sexuality but downplays

it, transforming herself into a serious and talented artist.
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Then, I will move on to examine how Madonna'’s star image was crafted to accompany the release of Ray of
Light. I will draw on star studies as a method, using the album booklet, promotional pictures, music video
styling, and TV interview footage as materials. First, one major change is that she gave birth to her first child
and thus became a mother. In interviews, she talked about her new identity as a mother, emphasizing the
transformation through which she departs from the sexual allure of her earlier years and urges a redirection of
attention to her music and talent. Another major change is also associated with giving birth. After giving birth,
she started training and building muscles, which added a masculine touch to her appearance and produced an
image of self-discipline. She also further employed Eastern cultural elements, such as those from Japanese and
Indian cultures and religions, to adjust her racial and sexual appeal and add a layer of Eastern wisdom to her
new star image. Forty is considered old for a female pop star in the music and entertainment industry in the
U.S., yet Madonna took this opportunity to transform herself into a new star image and started a new phase in
her music career. The four Grammy awards Ray of Light won prove such success.

In conclusion, I will reflect on the limitations of this paper and point out possible future research directions.
Aging is an ongoing process that extends until one’s biological death. When studying a living star, the question
of aging and potential age discrimination can be located at various stages of his or her career. In the case of
Madonna, she is now 66 years old, and still active in the music business. Her age is causing another round of
debate and controversy; what I argued for her case when she was 40 no longer holds true for her in her 60s. For
instance, she has been criticized for being obsessed with a girly appearance at her age, generating speculations
that she might have undergone surgery to maintain this look. Her constantly changing young boyfriends and
her sex life also generate mockery. She has also become more vocal about ageism in the industry, criticizing
radio stations that refuse to play her songs because of her age. These issues equally deserve research, yet such

research is absent.
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FHOE BIER{E 2 Roundtable 72 FF—7 /L 12:00~12:45 W408 #(=

"Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) and Ainu Internationalism: Aspects of Their Relations with other Nations from

the Seventeenth Century to the Present"

This panel will be a lunchtime roundtable discussion featuring two U.S.-based scholars (one of whom is
Indigenous) and a Japanese scholar from Hokkaido University. Professor Scott Manning Stevens will speak on
Haudenosaunee international diplomacy in the 20th century. Professor Evan Haefeli will speak on the role of
kinship in structuring international alliances between the Iroquois (Haudenosaunee) and other indigenous
nations of the Eastern Woodlands of North America from the seventeenth through the nineteenth centuries.

Professor Hirofumi Kato of the Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies, Hokkaido University, will discuss Ainu
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studies from his perspective of archaeology and ancient history. Dr. Kanako Uzawa is an Ainu scholar, artist,
museum curator, and advocate committed to amplifying Indigenous voices globally. At this event, Dr. Uzawa
will provide an overview of her expertise and the international research projects she is currently involved in.

Professor Takeo Mori of Fukuoka University will comment on these three short presentations.

Panelists:

Scott Manning Stevens (Akwesasne Mohawk) ( Syracuse University)

Evan Haefeli (Texas A&M University)

Hirofumi Kato JiE# ¢ (Hokkaido University —AtifEiiE K75)

Kanako Uzawa #£5%/1301 (Hokkaido University AL K%/ AinuToday)
Comment: Takeo Mori  #3L5K (Fukuoka University i K%)

FH%OE WE -UV—rTavs  13:30~16:00

[OAH-ASAK Workshop V—2 2 a » 7 “Desire, Pain, and Melancholia"] 5 &#=
Chair: Hiroyuki Matsubara 251722 (Rikkyo University 3ZZKF)
Speakers:

Rebecca L. Davis (OAH, University of Delaware) "Writing—and Teaching—about the History of Sexuality in
America"

The first time I taught a course on the history of sexuality in the United States, I reached for my copy of John
D’Emilio and Estelle Freedman’s monumental book, Intimate Matters, a comprehensive social history first
published in 1988. I based my initial lectures on its richly documented chapters. As new research emerged, my
lectures became increasingly narrative. Detailed attention to the experiences of a few supplanted any pursuit of
“coverage.” When the opportunity arose to write a new single-volume history of this topic, I initially attempted
to attain the thoroughness that D’Emilio and Freedman provided in Intimate Matters. But thanks in large
measure to the mountains of research their book inspired, such a book today would span thousands of pages.
Instead, I wrote Fierce Desires: A New History of Sex and Sexuality in America, a book of 18 narratively
constructed chapters. In other words, in my teaching and writing, I've come to understand sexuality as a series

of stories we tell ourselves and each other about the past, with meaningful consequences for our lives today.

Cara C. Caddoo (OAH, Indiana University Bloomington) "Interracial Desire and the Regulation of Hollywood
Film"

This paper examines how Hollywood'’s regulatory mechanisms fostered the emergence of “racial ambiguity”
as a commodifiable racial category. Even as the Production Code and other rules explicitly prohibited the
depiction of miscegenation, the industry continued its longstanding fascination with interracial desire by
circumventing censorship constraints onscreen and by leveraging fan magazines, publicity photos, and other
extra-filmic materials. To illustrate this process, I focus on the career of actor and filmmaker Noble Johnson.

Born in 1881 to a Black father and a mother of unclear racial identity, Johnson became one of the most
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recognizable and prolific character actors in the early twentieth century. By analyzing the strategies employed
in Johnson’s films and the publicity campaigns that framed him for diverse audiences, this paper demonstrates
how cinematic and marketing strategies simultaneously obscured and exploited statutory definitions of race. In

doing so, these practices contributed to the concept of the racially ambiguous body.

Yuri Amano K7 Hi#] (Musashi University i X ) "Pain, Power, and Professional Identity: Southern
Physicians and Enslaved Patients in Antebellum America"

Recent scholarship has shown that the rise of modern medical science in America was deeply intertwined
with the exploitation of enslaved people. Central to this exploitation was the racist belief that Black individuals
were inherently less sensitive to pain. While this discourse played a crucial role in antebellum medicine, I argue
that other factors beyond racialized pain theories help explain the complex power dynamics between physicians
and enslaved patients. Contrary to the idea that Southern physicians dismissed Black pain to justify exploitation,
their writings frequently acknowledged and engaged with enslaved people’s suffering. This paper examines
published narratives of Southern physicians to explore how Black pain was not merely overlooked but actively
shaped their professional identity, career advancement, and sense of masculinity. By reassessing these narratives,
I highlight the intersections of medical authority, race, and gender, offering a more nuanced understanding of

physicians' roles in the medical exploitation of enslaved people.

Jungha Kim (ASAK, Seoul National University) "Rethinking the Death Drive as Gendered Exhaustion in Yiyun
Li’s writings”

This paper explores the death drive as a gendered exhaustion in Yiyun Li’s short stories. In Li’s literary world,
the bereaved mother, who has lost her child and suffers from suicidal impulses, presents an image of being
drained —a cold energy—as a figuration of the death drive. Building upon Tracy McNulty’s Deleuzian reading
of the death drive, this paper argues that the figure of the cold mother in Li’s stories demonstrates the temporal
and formal dimensions of the death drive—its suspension, timelessness, and inanimacy. As an affect and
conception, exhaustion resonates with depression, burnout, and fatigue. What differentiates exhaustion from
these diagnostic terms is its ubiquity and metaphoricity. Exhaustion spans economic, social, and environmental
areas. It can refer to the state of being drained of human energy or the simultaneous depletion of resources—
natural, economic, and social. In terms of exhaustion, what is remarkable in Li’s stories is that it not only renders
the image of being drained but also provides the possibility of thinking about gendered exhaustion as a mode
of the death drive—an image of freezing time. That is, the exhausted enters into the form of time, rather than
being an organic circuit, and presents a unique and impersonal image, shaped within that empty form. This is
the figure of the death drive as a gendered exhaustion, made possible by the cold mother, who, by submitting

herself as the matter of time, becomes a contemporary form of survival.
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