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To say the American Studies Association is a unique organization is an understatement. With its
interdisciplinary nature, collective intellectual rigor, and progressive and radical politics, the
ASA continues to carve out new space for merging theory and action into dialectical praxis. The
annual meetings provide a collaborative venue for scholar-activists to critically explore, among
others, the politics of culture and the culture of politics in the United States and beyond.

The 2022 Annual Meeting, held in New Orleans, LA, November 3-6, was no exception.

Sessions such as “History on Fire: A 25" Anniversary of Scenes of Subjection,” “Performative
Arts and Cultural Wars of Sound,” “The Black Arts Movement in the South,” and “Abolitionist
Praxis in Prison Education” were intellectually invigorating and politically astute—my only wish
was that writer and teacher Kalamu ya Salaam could have attended the Black Arts session as
commentator. | also appreciate the ASA’s effort to underscore in its program the struggle and
triumph of African Americans in New Orleans. | participated in two of the Program Committee
Sponsored Sessions, “Expanding the Tradition: (Black) Music Education and Mentorship in New
Orleans” at the New Orleans Jazz Museum and “Eve’s Bayou and the Black of Black Film” at
the Prytania Theaters at Canal Place, as well as a tour called “The Backstreet Cultural Museum:
A Powerhouse of Knowledge.” These events effectively featured the cultures of Black New
Orleans as a site of knowledge (re)production that emanated from their distinctive history of
resilience and struggle for social change.

The highlight of the 2022 Annual Meeting was, without a doubt, the Presidential Address
delivered by Shana L. Redmond (Columbia University). Entitled “Dark Prelude,” the address
epitomized the spirit of the American Studies Association. Interspersed with music, it was
insightful, imaginative, and interdisciplinary; Dr. Redmond’s narrative was informative, emotive,
and compelling; and her critique of the carceral state was vigorous, timely, and politically
relevant. It was one of the most formidable addresses that | ever heard.

| consider myself fortunate that | was given an opportunity to present my research in these
dynamic environments. The session | helped organize under the title “Musicality of Place,
Locality of Sound: Musicking as Placemaking in the Changing City” attracted a diversity of
participants and ended with a robust discussion. Three panelists—Joey Thompson (Mississippi
State University), Amanda Marie Martinez (Emory University), and | (UCLA)—Dbenefited
enormously from Christina Zanfagna (Santa Clara University)’s exceptionally incisive comment.

| am certain that the knowledge and understanding | gained at the 2022 Annual Meeting will not
only advance my research, but also inform the ways in which we navigate the social and political
uncertainties of the post-pandemic world. One the one hand, the heightened presence of police
here in New York City, where | am conducting archival research at the time of writing this
report, will not mitigate the risks of violence in the public transit system as they primarily target
fare evasion. On the other, nearly 48,000 academic workers at all of University of California’s
ten campuses, myself included, are poised to go on strike on Monday November 14™. It will be
the nation’s largest strike of academic workers. We are now living through another moment of
conjuncture, another moment of collective struggle. It is both a crisis and an opportunity for us
to bring theory and action into transformative praxis. And that, to me, is the tradition of the
American Studies Association.
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