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“Building a “Stable, Modemizing China” together: The COCOM and U.S. Computer Exports to China, 1981-83”

Scholars have examined geopolitical and domestic political factors of the Sino-U.S. rapprochement, but few of them explore
the significant influence of relations between the United States and its allies on Sino-U.S. relations. Based on primary sources in
English, Japanese, and Chinese, this research investigates the restoration of U.S.-China economic relations in the early 1980s
from the perspective of the capitalist bloc. Japan and Western European countries, including the United Kingdom, France, and
West Germany, competed with the United States in the Chinese market. Meanwhile, these Western countries cooperated with
each other in the Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls (COCOM) to exert export controls on China. By
analyzing the export of computer, a dual-use technology applicable to both civilian and military purposes, the research argues
that competition and cooperation in the capitalist bloc promoted Washington to further U.S.-China cooperation in the fields like
trade and technology. It reveals the complexity of U.S.-China relations and sheds new light on the incorporation of China into
the Western-dominated world order.

In the early 1980s, the U.S. relaxation of export controls on China went through two phases. Firstly, Reagan increased the
approval rate of export licenses to China to twice as high as that to the Soviet Union in 1981. Washington wanted to advance
U.S.-China military cooperation through technology transfer against the Soviet aggression in Afghanistan. London echoed the
U.S. policy with its COCOM proposal to give China favorable treatment in licensing reviews. Other COCOM members agreed
with Washington and London, which allowed Reagan to further computer exports to China. Secondly, Reagan expedited the

licensing reviews of technology transfer to China by issuing a guideline in late 1983. Under the new guideline, computer exports



went into the licensing routine of the Department of Commerce and no longer needed reviews by the Department of Defense.
The U.S. allies, with no objection to the 1983 guideline, promoted the integration of the guideline into the COCOM licensing
procedures. The efforts of the U.S. allies to ease trade restrictions on China facilitated the restoration of U.S.-China economic

ties, which was a significant step towards incorporating China into the Western-led international trade system.
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“Animal Imperialism: Violence and Ecology Degradation in the American West, 1880-1920”
In transitioning the United States into the modern industrial age, human actors—rural, suburban, and urban—harnessed

and exploited the offerings of the environment and usurped the limitations of the natural world. Animals were uniquely positioned



in this industrial turn, requiring them to serve as both victims and unwitting agents of settler colonialism in the American West.
American Bison were systematically slaughtered by the United States military at the end of the nineteenth century to starve

Native Americans, helping in the expropriation of their land while so-called “progressive” agriculturalists leveraged British

Shorthorn cattle— “universal intruders”—to reshape, redirect, and remake livestock bodies and “natural” habitats.

‘Mechanical’ changes made to livestock bodies also necessitated a shift in husbandry practices that were explicitly extractive,
a process of environmental domination that leveraged animals, soils, and natural resources to feed urban consumers and generate
profits for intermediaries. However, the squeezing of profits from biological resources necessarily meant that farmers and
ranchers could not regenerate or reinvest in soil fertility. As such, a class of “‘soil robbers” emerged, which worried land-grant
university officials because of the precarious relationship between consumer protein needs and the limiting reality of the closing
“frontier”” and the availability of “‘virgin” soils.

This dilemma between the need for soil fertility and the extraction of value from the soil for profits and food was ultimately
highlighted by the ideological battles and the actual physical fights—the sheep wars—over the types of animals that should
inhabit the American West. Many animals were exterminated, human lives were lost, and ultimately, the industrial system that
replaced the people and animals of the American West exculpated the remaining resources and the animals that filled the void to
generate profits and feed the emerging non-farming, non-food-producing urban consumer class. In this process, animals were
not simply sources of food and fertilizer, but they were political actors and units of biotechnology.

To make sense of this competition over animal life, this presentation also moves forward to the twentieth-first century
drawing conclusions about the limitations and potential for regenerative agriculture and sustainable husbandry practices by

looking at the modern animal form and the role of animal feed commodities, like com and soybeans, in trade and diplomacy.
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“The Japanese Yellow Menace and the California Press from 1882 to 1904”

From the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act until the beginning of the Russo-Japanese War in 1904, the California press used
propaganda in order to sway public sentiment regarding the “Yellow Menace.” Because the California press spearheaded the
racial discrimination again Japanese immigrants throughout the United States, therefore, by using contemporary California press
such as journals, newspapers, and weekly magazines, the Japanese Yellow Menace’s entire early diplomatic history can be
explored. However, it is hard to discern if a given article contains mostly factual information or mainly media hype without
diplomatic proof. By using contemporary journals in conjunction with source documents, such as publications of supplementary
correspondence between the State Department, American Legation, the Department of Foreign Affairs, and the American, British,
Chinese, German, Japanese, and Russian Embassies as found in “Foreign Relations of the United States,” it becomes possible to
verify the information presented by the media. Many contemporary journals were propagandistic in the sense that they intended
to influence public opinion, but it is interesting to realize they also reflected popular opinion to some extent. In this paper it is the
author's intention to interweave Japanese immigration history and the history of U.S. foreign relations, bringing these two fields

into productive conversation with one another. The term “Yellow Peril/Yellow Menace” will repeatedly be used in this paper, but



depending on the U.S.'s prevailing attitude, the meaning changes. Sometimes it will refer only to China or only to Japan, and still,
at other times it will refer to both China and Japan. This is a very loose use of the term “Yellow Menace,” but the journalists of
the day made deciphering the articles a challenging task. It is important to note that this evolving use of the term also represents
a change in the attitudes at the time. Additionally, it is important to recognize that regardless of how the American press praised

or condemned Japan, it was not because Japan had changed its policies but because the press had changed its stance.
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“Utopia, Totality, and Deconstruction in Postwar American Science Fiction

As Fredric Jameson has convincingly argued, from the inception of the genre, utopia has been an imaginative exercise in
totality, an attempt to see the social world as a unified and coherent structure. This is also the case in American literature, especially
during the 19" century, which saw a boom in utopian literature, as American writers approached the contradictions inherent in
industrialization, poverty, gender inequality, and racial caste through the utopian form.

However, with the turn of the century, this flourishing of utopian literature in the United States subsided, and it wasn’t until
the 1960s and 70s that a new generation of writers, predominantly working in the field of science fiction, gave the form a new
golden age. During this period works of utopian literature were published by writers including Ursula K. Le Guin, Samuel R.
Delany, Emest Callenbach, Marge Piercy, and Philip K. Dick. A crucial aspect of this harvest of utopian literature is its
engagement with philosophical currents of the period, especially the post-structuralism or deconstruction emanating from France.
Notably, Delaney claimed Michel Foucault’s work as an influence on Dhalgren (1975) and wrote in his memoirs about his
appreciation of Jacques Derrida, while Le Guin was heavily influenced by new anarchist philosophy while writing time of 7he
Dispossessed (1974).

In this paper, I will examine the way the utopian form was reconfigured by postwar American science fiction to probe the
concept of totality. Writers in this period used the utopian genre to question if the concept of totality could coexist with human
freedom and liberation, and if it was necessary to the creation of a more perfect society at all. Thus, within many of these works,
we see the reflection of a philosophical antinomy involving deconstruction and totality. The position of these approaches has
continued to shift as the influence of deconstruction and neo-Marxisms has waxed and waned, but this dialectic has remained
unresolved. By better understanding the utopian form, especially its most recent incarations, we can better conceive of the

implications of this opposition.
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““Kissa Me Baby’: The Record Bar as Transcultural Dialogue™



The paper explores my ongoing ethnographic research into the vinyl record lounges that have emerged from the mostly
jazz-oriented kissaten (cafes) that sprung up around postwar Tokyo. While many of the original jazz kissaten have disappeared,
they inspired a new wave of “record bars” in Japan and worldwide that offer curated listening experiences largely focused on
subgenres of American jazz and rock music. The newer wave of these establishments has dovetailed with a revival of vinyl
record sales over the past couple decades in a consumer market that has otherwise moved away from physical media.

A key feature of the cultural experience of these record bars is a practice I am calling embodied listening, following on
research in performance studies. Most DJ culture scholarship focuses on the danceclub or festival. At the record bar, by contrast,
the focus is on listening itself: few of these bars even feature dancefloors. Embodied listening practices vary from place to place,
as such decisions as the choice and placement of equipment, the location of the DJ, and the physical layout of the lounge interact
with the practice of musical selection.

This work builds on David Novak’s 2008 study exploring postwar jazz kissaten as “complicated translocal site[s]” that
articulated “the cultural marginality of Japanese popular music reception.” For Novak, these sites, and the sometimes radical
listening practices that emerged therein, were specific manifestations of the intersections of global production and consumption
in postwar Japan. My analysis attempts to bring a performance studies lens to this work, developing an understanding of the
modern record bar as a site of transcultural dialogue.

My approach requires reexamination of long-standing scholarly debates about “authenticity” in hybrid musical encounters.
What emerges is not a dialogue among “authentic” cultures, but rather a conversation among imagined cultures. Those
imaginings are constrained and overdetermined by forces of production and consumption that shape the ways in which popular
music cultures circulate globally. The complexity of these forces makes any simple approach to musical authenticity incomplete.
Not only does this research explore imagined conversations among imagined cultures; these conversations emerge from specific
transnational histories and are mediated through technological reproduction, musical appropriation, and the global circulation of
commodities. A key goal of this project is thus to reframe authenticity in terms that can help account for these more complex

practices of embodied listening.
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Speakers:
Jennifer Hull Dorsey (OAH, Siena College)

“Liberty, Equality and Democracy in New York State”

Since the dedication of the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor (1886), the modern world has come to identify New York
with the Revolutionary Era ideals of liberty and equality. In reality, New York’s identification with liberty has its origins not in
the American Revolution but in the first 50-years of the nineteenth century. After all, the colony of New York reluctantly
participated in the War of Independence. Its wartime patriot government was conspicuously illiberal when compared with the
revolutionary governments of neighboring Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. New York was also the last of the northeastern states
to enact gradual abolition (1817) before finally abolishing slavery in 1827.

But in the early nineteenth century, a wide variety of New York residents consciously embraced liberty and its promises.
Liberty became the guiding principle of laborers, tenant farmers, diverse religious sects, abolitionists, African Americans, and
women. In this lecture Professor Jennifer Dorsey will explain the evolving relationship between the ideals of liberty and equality
and the democratization of New York State in the early nineteenth century. She will describe the popularization of /iberty among
diverse social groups and illustrate how each applied symbols of liberty to advance their respective goals. She will also argue that
the newfound appeal and power of the ideal of /iberty had a transformative effect on the politics and government of the antebellum
New York State. The popular demand for liberty led to a decisive uptick in political activism, civic engagement, and electoral
politics. The government responded with significant revisions to the state constitution in 1821 and in 1846 that codified some
(not all) of these popular visions of liberty. In sum, Professor Dorsey will contend that this early nineteenth century exchange

between liberty advocates and the state was the catalyst that made New York State a symbol of liberty and equality.

Jane Kamensky (OAH, Harvard University)
“Did Women Have an American Revolution?”

This talk borrows its title from Joan Kelly’s pioneering 1976 article, “Did Women Have a Renaissance?” In that essay,
which was foundational to the field of gender history, Kelly noted that “one of the tasks of women’s history is to call into question
accepted schemes of periodization.” Historical moments deemed liberatory—revolutionary—when seen from vantage point of

men looked quite different when women’s lives were considered. My remarks extend this line of thinking to the American
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Revolution. I will explore two main themes, experience and ideology.

The lived experience of the war for American independence, or Britain’s American war, was enormously disruptive on the
home front, as all wars are. Its particular contours—its movement from north to south with changing military aims, its violent
incursions into the back country and in besieged cities, its crippling costs and devastating supply shortages—all had dramatic
impacts on the lives of women. Because the American Revolution was a civil war, it also entailed the largescale movement of
civilian populations based on political allegiance, with particularly consequences for household and family life.

In addition to these aspects of life during long years of wartime, I will discuss ways that the ideals and ideology of the
American experiment reshaped women’s civic and expressive possibilities. The imperial crisis of the 1760s, with its focus on
foodstuffs, cloth, and consumption, politicized the family home in unprecedented ways. American women constituted
themselves as “Daughters of Liberty,” and began to act and think about what the vaunted claims of the Declaration of
Independence meant for their own civic lives.

Having surveyed both experience and ideology through a gendered lens, I will conclude by taking up Kelly’s challenge:

how must we reinterpret and redescribe the American Revolution as whole?

Shutaro Suzuki #5AJE KRS (Tsurumi University %5575
“The Rights of Woman and Foreign Relations in Early America”

This paper examines the discourse on women’s rights in 1790s America. The 1790s, the earliest period of the US
constitutional system, was a time of heightened debate surrounding “the rights of woman” in the Founding era. This paper
examines the background of the heightened discussion on women's rights during this period, alongside the retreat of the women's
rights argument and the emphasis on gender differences in the 1800s. This paper focuses on two women writers, Mary
Wollstonecraft and Susanna Rowson.

The writings of British author Wollstonecraft, especially 4 Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792), have been widely
read in the US, and have traditionally been held up as an important exemplar of the upsurge of women's rights theory in 1790s
America. However, an examination of the American reception of the book reveals an emphasis on one aspect of these
multifaceted thoughts. For example, in examining magazine excerpts, Wollstonecraft's theory of “the rights of woman,” as
reconfigured by the American magazine editor, was rearranged into the idea that women, as useful members of the state, should
be educated, but that the asymmetrical relationship between the sexes must be maintained. The 1790s was a time when a certain
percentage of Americans enthusiastically supported pro-French writers out of sympathy for the French Revolution, and the
reception of Wollstonecraft cannot be understood without taking into account the relationship between foreign policy and public
opinion.

The play Slaves in Algiers (1794), by Rowson, a writer from England, portrays Algiersian pirates threatening American
freedom with British backing; the play was performed in Philadelphia, and has been praised for its emphasis on "female
excellence" in the wake of the rise of “the rights of woman.” An examination of those who published Rowson’s and
Wollstonecraft's writings in America, and those who attacked them, reveals that there is a reflection of the partisan politics of the

1790s. The reason for this is that there was pro-French and anti-British sentiment in Philadelphia. The educational materials
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which Rowson provided after she retired from the theater and devoted herself to running a school for girls at the beginning of the
19th century show that education centered on being a good wife and mother. This clearly shows that, as a result of the retreat of

American citizens' sympathy for France at the turn of the 19th century, their interest in the theory of women's rights also receded.
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Speakers:

AzusaOno KEF&H T X (Osaka University of Economics  RPRARHRF)

“Transnational Mobility within a Settler Colonial State: Indigenous Peoples’ Cross-Border Migration in the Post-WWII United
States”

This paper analyzes the migration of indigenous peoples in the United States since the post-WWII era as an atypical
example of “transnational” mobility. The focus is on the indigenous peoples’ movement from rural tribal lands to urbanized areas
and their experience of their initial move, settlement, and survival in urban destinations. It specifically looks at the indigenous
peoples and their community in Denver, Colorado, and explores how they navigated through the traumatic experience of urban
migration within the settler-colonial state known as the United States.

The urbanization of indigenous peoples in the United States can be understood as a “transnational” migration as they crossed
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the borders between tribal nations and the United States. Urban indigenous peoples have often been described as “living in two
worlds” since they negotiated the gap between lives on reservations and in cities. The differences in these two worlds included
languages, cultures, living conditions, employment opportunities, and so on; in other words, almost every aspect of their lives
were different. At the same time, this migration was a part of a government-led “voluntary” relocation called the Indian
Relocation and Employment Assistance Programs (1952-73). When compared to the forced and violent migration that was
accompanied by a military presence, which is exemplified by the Cherokees’ experience of the Trail of Tears in the early-19th
century, urban relocation seemed to have provided indigenous migrants with a more positive choice and a brighter future. For
many, however, the cross-border migration became their additional experiences of trauma which still haut later generations as
historical trauma via prolonged effects.

The paper also examines the impact of settler-colonialism on urban indigenous peoples and their community and how these
people have managed the situation and utilized the amenities that only cities could offer. Having moved away from tribal nations,
urban Native Americans needed to comply with the alien rules and conditions that the settler-colonial state or mainstream society
had established for them. At the same time, they often confronted indifference and overt racist attitudes from the general
population as well as daily encounters of microagressions. In the face of systemic racism and difficult living situations, the
existence of a multitribal “ethnic” community was the key to the survival of indigenous migrants as can be seen in the case of

diverse ethnic communities of transnational migrants.

Simeon Man (ASA, University of California, San Diego)
“Crisis, Security, and ‘Port Pacific’: Palauan Struggles against Settler Militarism in the 1970s”

The buildup of Japan’s nuclear industry in the 1950s-60s is often told as a Cold War story of “soft power” and the revival
of Japan as an industrial engine in Asia. Yet there is another dimension of this story, that of a persistent settler colonialism, in
which indigenous lands and peoples are rendered as past even as they were mobilized anew for US imperial projects. This talk
explains the colonial violence undergirding the rise of mid-century transpacific capitalism, and the formation of the Nuclear Free
and Independent Pacific (NFIP) in the 1970s-80s. As a political project, the NFIP made visible and disrupted the colonial relations
of extraction, industrial pollution, and militarized violence that were pivotal to, yet absented from, the making of the “transpacific”
as a fantasy of Cold War development. This talk aims to bring into conversation Asian American Studies and Pacific Islander
Studies and asks how these two fields, which have been largely siloed, can meaningfully engage with each other around the study

of empire and decolonization.

Kumi Ikoma ZEBW/AZE  (Tokyo Metropolitan University  HURUARN K
“Mark Twain in the Pacific: Figures of ‘Half-Breeds’ in His Writings”

Twain, living in the West, called himself a “half-breed” several times. He used the phrase in order to establish an image as
a frontier man. In spite of his usage of “half-breed” as a signifier of the western frontier identity, we cannot deny that the term
invokes an indigenous connotation. Indeed, mixed-blood figures often play a crucial role in his works, such as Bill Ragsdale in

Mark Twain’s Letters from Hawaii and Injun Joe in The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. In this presentation, I will compare Bill
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Ragsdale with Injun Joe from transnational and transbellum perspectives.

As is well known, Twain first became successful as a travel writer. Letters from Hawaii is a collection of twenty-five
letters that Twain wrote from the Sandwich (Hawaiian) Islands in 1866 as a special correspondent for the oldest newspaper on
the West Coast, The Sacramento Union. A “half-white and half-Kanaka,”” Ragsdale appears in this text as an English-Hawaiian
interpreter in the Hawaiian legislature. Critics like Amy Kaplan emphasize that Twain’s support for U.S. imperialism abroad
shaped his career as a national writer. In other words, it is through his transnational experience that Twain established the
position as a national writer.

Yet, it is also important to recognize that this transnational nature of Twain’s writing also comes from his antebellum
experience in his hometown of Hannibal, Missouri. In the Adventures of Tom Sawyer based on Twain’s boyhood memory, the
“half-breed” figure Injun Joe plays a pivotal role as an antagonist for the hero Tom Sawyer. A mixed-blood man between an
Indian and a white American, Joe can be regarded as transnational in a broad sense. Therefore, Twain’s interest in things
indigenous predated the postbellum era. Although Kaplan maintains that Twain’s transnational experience started in1866 when
Twain visited Hawaii, it needs to be understood as his transbellum interest, to use Cody Marr’s concept. Thus, I will argue that

Twain’s fascination with transnational figures like Ragsdale and Injun Joe represent a transbellum theme of “half-breed.”

Anna Mae Duane (ASA, University of Connecticut)
“Transnational Memory: The Antislavery Past as a Present Alibi”

My paper asks us to consider how historical memory becomes repurposed in ways that alter global perceptions of the past,
and shape how humanitarian discourse functions in the present. Taken from my current book-in-progress, Like a Slave:
Appropriations of Slavery from the Revolution to QAnon, this presentation juxtaposes the language of an antislavery past with
current depictions of “Modemn-Day Slavery” in Asia. First, I explore how the Anglophone emphasis on their own abolitionist
history casts mobile laborers as pawns in a stark moral universe where righteous actors do battle with evil slavers: a cultural
framing that paints Western intervention with the gloss of altruism. By evoking an antislavery past in order to imagine itself as a
virtuous outsider to the sordid demand for forced labor, the US places itself in a historical narrative in which their past
humanitarian successes render them a moral warrior against an inexplicable scourge that somehow reanimates nineteenth-
century evils. In so doing, they obscure another historical narrative in which American investments in globalization have made
outsourcing forced labor inevitable. In this moral universe, Japan is often cast as both an ally and a bulwark against the imagined
threat of “Modern Day Slavery” throughout much of Asia. Antislavery sites like “Not for Sale Japan” share much of the
conceptual structuring of criminalized mobility found on Western NGO sites, including the worry that the scourge of foreign
enslavement has somehow come to claim native-born citizens. By placing past and present, East and West, in conversation, |
suggest that the co-optation of the language of slavery—often expressed through images of enslaved children—yprovides a

historical alibi for nationalism and xenophobia.

Jungkun Seo (ASAK, Kyung Hee University)

“‘Asia-First or Europe-First?’: Presidents, Parties and Factions in Forging US Foreign Policy in the Early Cold War and the
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Korean War”

How do presidents, parties, and factions interact with each other? Existing literature on the American presidency has dealt
with questions of active government, critical elections, political time, personality, and institutions. By bringing forth the Truman
presidency and party politics during the Korean War, this study focuses on the relationship between the presidency and political
parties to address critical political dilemmas regarding the question of democracy and war. Truman faced a choice between the
world war and the limited war, a reality between come-from-behind victory and decision to not run, a conflict between the Fair
Deal and legislative veto, and a tension between being a mid-westerner and pushing for internationalism. Touch choices and hard
decisions made by President Truman did not come out of nowhere. Democratic party as the party-in-power was internally divided,
whereas the Republican Party as the party-out-of-power was still indecisive regarding the New Deal. I analyze congressional
records and roll-call voting during the Truman presidency to show whether and how the interaction between the presidency and
parties would change the course of war as one of the most critical decisions in democracy. As the 70th anniversary of the Korea-
US alliance quickly approaching, it becomes all the clearer that it is no longer an option but a necessity that we fully understand

the relationship between democratic polity and foreign policy in America.
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