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45 1) Curtiss Takada Rooks (Loyola Marymount University) “Social Justice and More:
Building Japanese Black Solidarity and Community in the Era of DEI”

Much of DEI (Diversity, Equity, Inclusion), while grounded in social justice, encompasses
expanded conversations around how to achieve those ends. This talk will focus on Japanese
American Leaders (and community) leveraging its position as a community of color to serve as
a “bridge” to enable and enrich the relationships between Japan and US BIPOC communities.
The speaker emphasizes both current and future looking as the practical realities of the
racial/ethnic demographic shift in the US plays out in (a) federal, state and local political,
business and civil society leadership, (b) BIPOC growing middle class and consumer buying
power, and (¢) the social/culture exchange between Japan and US BIPOC communities. Using
the “Black Community” in the US to illustrate these practical realities, he hopes to inspire both
the Japanese American and the Japanese community explore Black excellence, Black resilience
and persistence, and Black joy. In particular, he will share “stories” from the Japan Black LA
Initiative he consulted upon and helped facilitate to provide concrete examples of forging new
relationships. The Japan Black LA Initiative is built overlapping multilateral principles: 1)
having material impact — the development of Japanese corporation sponsored job training
programs for unskilled and semi-skilled BIPOC community members. For this at least seven
Japanese companies have partnered with the Initiative, Urban League and California State
University, Dominquez Hills; 2) social cultural relationship and community building initiated

with the United Methodist Black Clergy and congregations.
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