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Jason RUIZ (ASA/University of Notre Dame)

“Say Goodnight to the Bad Guy: Scarface, Miami Vice, and South Florida in War-on-Drugs Popular Culture”

In March of 1982, U.S. customs agents seized 3,748 pounds of Colombian cocaine from Miami international



airport. It was, at the time, the largest drug bust in the nation’s history and part of a larger effort to stem the flow
of narcotics from Latin America to the United States. Using the 1982 bust and its aftermath as a starting point, this
talk examines how representations of Miami as an entry point of drugs and people from Latin America reverberated
in U.S. popular culture throughout the 1980s. Media coverage of Miami inspired a wide array of cultural texts that
focused on South Florida as, in the words of an iconic 7ime magazine cover, “Paradise Lost.” Films and television
texts such as Scarface and Miami Vice helped to construct and spread the idea that Miami posed a threat to the U.S.
body politic precisely because of its proximity to and permeability with Latin America. Latinidad, this talk argues,
emerged as a key theme in these texts, which tended to play on existing cultural anxieties about Latin America as
the United States waged its War on Drugs. [ posit that, through these pop cultural representations, the city’s “Latin

Americanness” was what ultimately made Miami so dangerous in the U.S. American imagination.

Erik LOOMIS (OAH/University of Rhode Island)
“Oregonians and Indian Gurus: The Controversy over Rajneeshpuram Within the Context of the Pacific Northwest’s
Political and Economic Transformation in the 1980s”

In 1981, the Indian guru Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh bought a large ranch outside of the tiny town of Antelope,
Oregon. Followers clothed in red robes, often wealthy Americans but including people from the around the world,
shocked the residents of Oregon through their appearance and devotion to their leader. Rajneeshpuram became
salacious material for headlines: group sex, elaborate ceremonies, voter fraud, bioterrorism, assassination attempts
against Oregon officials who sought to crack down on the group.

This paper explores how the reactions to Rajneeshpuram by Northwesterners reflected already existing tensions
in the region over cultural and economic transformations in a moment where the white working class natural
resource economy that had anchored the region since the nineteenth century was being replaced by an urban, tech
and tourism oriented economy that saw greater value in standing trees and living salmon than plywood and new
dams. The white ranching communities of eastern Oregon felt their way of life was threatened, not only by this
religious group but by the other environmentalists and members of the counterculture attracted to the Northwest
since 1965. Meanwhile, urban liberals embraced the Rajneeshis under an umbrella of religious tolerance and cultural
pluralism, often downplaying the crimes taking place there. They accused the ranchers of racism toward the
newcomers. That was true, but it was also the ranchers who raised the alarm over the actions on the commune. That
the state eventually used its pioneering land use regulations to start legal action against Rajneeshpuram brought this
to an ironic head, outraging liberals who had lauded these regulations as emblematic of the state’s environmentalism

and amusing conservatives who had opposed them from the beginning.

Koji ITO t%E3:15 (Osaka University KPR K5)
“The Making of a Sockeye Salmon-Centered Ecosystem in Alaska’s Bristol Bay and the Birth of an American
Ichthyological Empire during the Interwar Period”

A growing number of scholars have studied the historical development of Alaska in the context of U.S.
imperialism. Focusing on the aspect of resource extraction, Stephen Haycox, for example, points out that

businessmen on the Pacific Coast have continued exploiting Alaska’s natural resources with the federal



government’s support and that this process has created and strengthened a hierarchical political and economic
relationship between Alaska and the U.S. mainland. Haycox argues that the politico-economic structure in which
Alaska as a peripheral supplier of natural resources is subordinate to and depends on metropolitan centers of the
mainland for capital investment has kept the former the latter’s colony. However, Haycox’s emphasis on political
and economic factors fails to address an important question: How has continuous resource extraction been made
possible? Alaska’s natural resources are neither inexhaustible nor unlimited as often mythologized in a popular
discourse on the northern territory; instead, Western science was the key to the perpetual exploitation of natural
resources of Alaska.

This paper examines how sockeye salmon fisheries developed in Bristol Bay, Southwest Alaska, during the
interwar period with focus on activities of field scientists. When sockeye salmon catches in the Bristol Bay region
hit record low in 1919, it was a watershed moment for sockeye salmon fisheries there. Fearing the possibility of
overfishing, administrators of the federal government intervened in the laissez-faire sockeye salmon fisheries and
imposed strict restrictions on the fishing activities in the name of conserving the fish. In addition, more significantly,
this conservation system became heavily founded on Western scientific knowledge and officials of the Bureau of
Fisheries played crucial roles as producers of the scientific expertise. In fact, they travelled to Bristol Bay, conducted
research about the local ecosystems, and transformed the environmental and ecological landscape according to their
scientific findings to promote sockeye salmon’s survival and, ultimately, sustain the vibrant fishing industry in the
region. This paper argues that the colonial relationship between Alaska and the U.S. mainland is inextricable from
Western science and that it profoundly entails controlling Alaskan ecosystems in the way to reduce indigenous

biodiversity based on capitalistic rationality.
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Martin F. MANALANSAN, IV (ASA/University of Minnesota, Twin Cities)
“Atopias: Queering Mess, Mesh and Migrancy”

Atopia is a word whose multiple meanings include inhospitable borderless spaces. Atopias are deemed
queer, pathological or abnormal spaces, and,are impossible sites for nurturing hopes, orientations and
aspirations towards happy endings and utopic horizons . I explore this architectural concept to understand the
intersections of sex, gender, race and class in a cramped, chaotic household of queer undocumented working
class immigrants from Latin America (Columbia and Ecuador) and Asia (Philippines and India) in the borough
of Queens in New York City.

In this paper, I aim to disturb and disrupt clean, normative forms of domesticities by presenting queer
dimensions of atopias. By offering a detailed analysis of the everyday struggles of these undocumented queer
immigrants, I argue that queer theory provides a distinctive approach to productively engaging with
impossibilities and chaos/mess in atopias. The ethnographic encounters illustrate how this crowded residence
is an affective microcosm of living otherwise. So instead of a “decluttering” and “cleaning up,” a progressive
queer approach would be to take on affective and material morass as necessary components of entangled lives
and are themselves opportunities to open up new worlds and forge new politics of dwelling and endurance.
Atopias are vantages for quotidian aspirations and vernacular hope. If queerness is a mesh as Eve Kosofsky
Sedgwick has elegantly written, then like a mesh, queerness is both an enclosure and an opening, a border and
its own transgression. Atopias are not the opposite of utopias but rather are unstable “placeless” locations that
enable moments of escape, frivolity, exuberance, and attachment in the midst of the grit and grime of late

capitalism.

Farina Noelani KING (OAH/Northeastern State University )
““Art Pulled Me Out’: Diné Expressions of H6zh¢ at Intermountain Boarding School, 1950-1984”

Following World War II, the United States government increased its efforts to facilitate schooling for Diné
(Navajo) youth to abate an economic disaster, as Diné lost war-related employment and faced hardships such as the
blizzard of 1947-1948 in their homelands. “Emergency education” school programs became part of a proposed
“solution” under the overarching federal U.S. government approach of termination, assimilationist policies, and
relocation, targeting tribal nations and Native American communities. American federal officials pushed various
initiatives to matriculate more school-aged Diné, funding more on-reservation and off-reservation educational
programs. “Terminationists,” such as U.S. Senator Arthur Watkins, established the Intermountain Boarding School
(Intermountain) in Brigham City, Utah exclusively for Diné by 1950. In this context of what has become known as
the “Termination Era” in U.S. government-Native American relations, Intermountain—one of the largest federal
American Indian boarding schools in U.S. history—opened to pipeline Diné youth to cities away from their
homelands. Dr. Farina King examines how Diné students challenged the termination agenda of Intermountain
through their creative writing, visual arts, and development of a global consciousness based on her collaborative
work Returning Home with Michael P. Taylor and James R. Swensen and Intermountain alumni. Intermountain
students explored their identities and sustained their home communities as evinced in their writings, visual arts, and
lasting interpersonal relationships. Their acts of remembering perpetuated their ties and returning to home, Diné

Bikéyah (Navajo land).
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Hiromi OCHI #%81# 35 (Senshu University BEK5)
“Resisting Normative Gender and Normative Aging: Rethinking Temporality in Michael Cunningham’s The Hours”

When we try to think about “queer futurities” represented in literary works, they will be demarcated and
differentiated by the notion of heteronormative futurities, which is marked by, according to J. Halberstum (2005),
“respectability, and notions of the normal on which it depends, ... upheld by a middle-class logic of reproductive
temporality.” This “heteronormative time,” intertwined with a heterosexual life course, emerges as something
linear and progressive, consisting of birth, youth, marriage, and reproduction, making “longevity as the most
desirable future,” and it is closely affiliated with the capitalist imperative of accumulation and inheritance.
(Halberstum 2-3) It is also the imperative of our contemporary, neoliberal society, which Lauren Berlant critiques
as aspirational normativity in her Cruel Optimism. Conceiving of time that does not belong to that timeline has led
to Lee Edelman’s radical dismissal of futurism promoted by reproduction (No Future). Queering heteronormative
time and narrative, however, may disrupt the conventional narrative line, making us imagine an alternative
sociality and future.

Literary works function as an imaginative laboratory for experiments in temporality. This paper mainly takes
up Michael Cunnigham’s Pulizter Prize novel The Hours (1998) to explore how fiction can aesthetically disrupt
heteronormative temporality and imagine an alternative mode of temporality, futurity and aging. Cunningham
exquisitely uses Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway, connecting three women’s crucial moments. In Cunnigham’s
novel, Mrs. Dalloway’s possible lesbianism with Sally in Mrs. Dalloway (set after the World War 1) is figured as a
possible lesbianism between Virginia Woolf and her elder sister Vanessa, between Laura Brown and Kitty (after
the Second World War), and possible love between Clarissa Vaughan and Richard (late 1990s). These liminal
moments with the coexistence of past and present open up a kind of future. Extending this notion of queering
temporality will address the question of aging through the fiction of the last scene: the reappearance of Laura

Brown.
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While media, stories, and cries of my people and community show the rampage of Dikos Nstaaigii-19, the
coronavirus monster, many have asked why the virus is prevalent in the Navajo Nation. This presentation will
address that question by examining the intertwined histories of colonialism and disease that have plagued Navajos.
In recent years, three particular diseases of diabetes, cancer, and COVID-19 have threatened and claimed many
Diné lives, which this talk will contextualize and assess. Most importantly, the presenter, Dr. Farina King (who is a
descendant of Diné healers), will acknowledge Diné women healers and warriors of different generations.
According to Diné ancestral teachings, warriors are the ones who care for the sick, feed the hungry, bring wood for
the fires, and unite the people. Diné have passed on teachings of Si’gh Naaghai Bik’eh Hozho, simply translated as
“Walk in Beauty” or “live to old age in beauty.” Healing is an essential part of this never-ending journey and cycle
through generations and time, as Diné constantly seek to restore balance and harmony—hozho—in all things within
and around them.
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