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1. Ayuko TAKEDA 7THZA#SF (University of
California, Irvine, GS)
“MIS Nisei in Saipan: Camp Susupe and Japanese

American Incarceration during WWII”

This paper investigates the military service of
Japanese Americans in the Northern Mariana Islands
during WWIL During the Battle of Saipan, Nisei service
members in the Military Intelligence Service (MIS) were
dispatched to the island as Japanese translators and
interpreters of prisoners of war. Meanwhile, these MIS
Nisei also worked for the administration of civilian
internment camps, which were called Camp Susupe. The
U.S. military captured and interned local civilians as
“refugees” at Camp Susupe through the battle against
Japanese forces. Since Japan had colonized the Northern
Marianas for three decades, MIS Nisei encountered a large
civilian population of Okinawans, Japanese, and Koreans
as well as Pacific Islanders of Chamorros and
Refaluwasch at Camp Susupe.

Many of the MIS Nisei in Saipan were from the
continental U.S., where they and their families had been
incarcerated behind barbed wire fences. Analyzing the
digitized oral history records of Nisei soldiers, this paper

discusses how Camp Susupe in Saipan and Japanese

American concentration camps in the U.S. were
paradoxically connected through the mobilization of MIS
Nisei soldiers. This paper aims to expand communication
between Japanese American Studies and Pacific Islands
Studies by unraveling the “chains”  of incarceration from
the continental U.S. to the Pacific.

I argue that MIS Nisei played a central role in the U.S.
military’s “humanitarian” incarceration in Saipan, shaping
a gendered relationship with civilian internees. Those
Nisei assisted the provision of medical care, food, and
education at camps, through mediating communication
between the U.S. military and civilians. Yet, such Nisei’s
nature of the

roles masked the settler-colonial

“humanitarian”  incarceration: while

“rehabilitating”  the

curing and
internees, the U.S. military
expropriated Native land for its installation. By exploring
MIS Nisei’s mobilization in Saipan, this paper addresses
the interdependency between incarceration and militarism,

which informed the ongoing U.S. occupation of the Pacific.
2. Yuan SHU (Texas Tech University)

“Teaching and Theorizing Transnational American

Studies in the Asia Pacific”

What would American studies look like if the



transnational rather than the national were at its center?
Since Shelley Fisher Fishkin first challenged us with the
question in 2004, scholars in the US and around the globe
have redefined the field imaginary, object of study, and
methodology of transnational American studies. While
theorizing US empire building, military intervention, and
economic expansion in the Pacific as an extension of the
conquest of the Americas, transpacific studies have also
promoted decolonization and advocated indigenous
epistemologies in the South Pacific and the Asia Pacific.
In this paper, I share my experience in teaching and
theorizing American studies in Singapore and Southeast
Asia as a Fulbright scholar from 2017 to 2018. Through
my own teaching at the National University of Singapore
and lectures at universities in Indonesia, Thailand, and the
Philippines, I examine what it means by American studies

in the Asia Pacific in what critics call the post-American
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era. Drawing examples from literary studies themes such
as post-9/11 literature, ethnic American literature, and
environmental literature to genre specifics like graphic
novel, video games, Hollywood cinema, visual and
performance arts to special topics, which encompass the
Black Pacific, Vietnam War literature, and the War on
Terror, 1 argue that American studies have been taught
differently in countries in Southeast Asia with Singapore
showing its own interest and position in the region. There
is a high demand on American studies in terms of theory,
method, and diversity of genres and forms if we adapt our
teaching to the local needs. In fact, we have arrived at a
new critical moment in American studies, whether we call
it “the transnational turn in American studies,”
“transpacific American studies,” or

American studies.”
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3. Tamie KANATA € HE% (Kaichi International
University BEEERERZF)
“‘I Don’t See Color, We’re All Just Human Beings’:
Interrogation of Color-Blindness in Students’

Online Intercultural Dialogues”

Almost every semester, there was an interesting and
noteworthy phenomenon that stood out to me throughout
my teaching of university-level courses on intercultural
communication at a large southwestern university in the
U.S.. I frequently observed students struggling with issues
related to race and ethnicity.

voiced their concern that "we should not be talking about

Sometimes, they even

race and ethnicity," because doing so may be racist.
They also expressed feelings of awkwardness, stating that
such a discussion often leads to disrupting the harmony
among people and creating unnecessary problems, anger
and divisions in the U.S. society.

As a non-white university-level instructor of
intercultural communication, who was born and raised in
another country, I was intrigued by the very manners in
configure and

which students discuss, treat, use,

sometimes negate cultural differences. My etic as well
as emic perspectives as an individual who teaches in
English, my second language, has often facilitated the
process of my stepping back and observing how certain
logics, “rationalities,” use of language, and “ideologies”
may be at work in numerous discourses on race and
ethnicity in the U.S.

In the present study, students’ online discourses, in
which they discuss their lived experiences related to issues
on race, ethnicity and prejudice are examined. In particular,
the question, “What do the narratives of color-blindness
look like?” is interrogated. Specifically, the author utilizes
a phenomenological analysis and explores the question,
“When one says that s/he does not see ‘color,” what are the
assumptions and beliefs that operate in such a discourse?

What are they referring to as ‘color’?  What makes it

possible for one to say that he does not see ‘color,” even if
the difference is indeed visible and present in one’s eyes?”

The paper concludes by discussing (a) the linkage
between one’s descriptions and racial and ethnic
differences, which have often monolithically reduced into
a “color” problem, and one’s pre-conscious disposition of
seeing and experiencing the differences, and (b) equating
race and ethnicity as a mere “color” is indeed what white
America has experienced in the assimilationist history of
the United States.

The potential contributions of the current study are as
follows. First, in classrooms where students talk about
intercultural differences and diversity issues in general,
there are many times when certain innocent/ ignorant
statements, which manifest students' pre-conscious
dispositions toward self and others (e.g., cultural
superiority, ignorance of histories), pop up and yet are not
treated with mindful interventions by instructors. Such
discourses are often driven by assimilationist intentionality,
which has unique historical and cultural worldviews
embedded within.  When educators themselves are
mindful of students' sense-making process and perceptions
of racial and ethnic differences, they may be able to
interject a directionality of anti-assimilationist manner of

viewing self and others.

4. Mathieu DEFLEM (University of South Carolina)
“Celebrity Activism and Racial Justice in 2020

America”

This presentation involves a sociological study of
celebrity activism with respect to racial justice in the
United States during the corona pandemic of 2020. For
better or for worse, the fight against racial injustice in 2020
America is also shaped by an ever-present celebrity culture,
which is deserving of analysis to contribute to building
effective pathways to racial justice and equity.

Celebrity culture has become so routine in our present
era that it might be overlooked. It would be a grave
mistake to neglect the cultural aspects of racial justice and
hence overlook how celebrities have been engaging with
questions of racial justicee. The objectives and
consequences hereof are as yet uncertain, but celebrities
surely play a distinct and highly public role in the manner

in which pathways to racial justice can be achieved.



Celebrities aligning themselves with movements
seeking to end racial injustice ironically represent a
category of powerful people and privileged institutions
that otherwise have done much to contribute to injustice.
Yet, as celebrities are here to stay, we must study the
multiple roles they play.

Focused on the actors, media, and objectives of this
activism, special attention goes to the (dys)functions and
consequences. Two sources of information are examined:

social media engagements of celebrities concerning racial

justice on Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and Facebook;
and internet news sources on relevant celebrity activism,
including further details, context, and the public reception.

Celebrity culture is a sign of our times. Whatever else
they may do, celebrities are contributing to ongoing
discussions about racial justice. Studying the intersection
of race and celebrity reveals how racial values, norms,
narratives, and practices are engaged with among social
movements, the public, and celebrity culture in order to

promote racial justice both effectively and justly.
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i HEGHEE Keynote Speech
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Jae H. ROE (Sogang University/President, ASAK) “The Polarizing Politics of Race and Class in Black Panther and
Joker”

This presentation will discuss how the films Black Panther (2018) and Joker (2019) reflect American attitudes about
race and class. Black Panther was lauded as a film that presents a progressive Afrofuturistic vision, but its political vision
is ultimately an endorsement of global capitalism. The film rejects the radicalism of N’Jadaka (or Erik Killmonger) and
proposes a conventional solution to the socioeconomic problems that radicalized him; T Challa (or Black Panther) has
bought dilapidated buildings in Oakland to build the “Wakandan International Outreach Center,” and his sister Shuri (the
film’s embodiment of technological innovation) will “spearhead the science and information exchange” that will uplift the
community. The film suggests that corporate investment and a global free market are the only viable means to solve the
racial and economic problems of places like Oakland. In this, the film reflects the prevailing values of American liberalism;
the Democratic Party, according to Thomas Frank, has become the party of the “professional class” who values
“meritocracy” and “innovation” over traditional leftist ideas like class struggle or economic justice. Many film critics saw
Joker as too sympathetic to Arthur Fleck, a white man who feels abandoned by society and is filled with resentment, and
were disturbed by the film’s depiction of the violent demonstrations and riots triggered by Arthur’s actions. However, the
film is depicting the connection between Arthur and those protesters to comment on the 2016 presidential election and the
threat of Trumpism. The film suggests that growing economic insecurity and working class resentment are fracturing the
social order, and also that working class anxiety and resentment are linked to racial identification. This is a warning about
what David Frum calls the “cult of victimhood” that prevails in the Republican Party. The two films reflect how the politics

of race and class have contributed to the polarization of American society.
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1. Shang E. HA (ASAK / Sogang University)
“Civil Liberties vs. Civil Rights: Public Opinion in
the Context of the Legalization of Same-Sex

Marriage”

A landmark Supreme Court decision, Obergefell v.
Hodges (2015), legalized same-sex marriage in the United
States. Tension between civil liberties and civil rights has
grown because the 1st Amendment to the US Constitution
unequivocally supports religious freedom, while the rights
of same-sex couples are protected by the equal protection
clause of the 14th Amendment. Upon reception of a
lawsuit by a same-sex couple whose wedding cake request
was refused by a deeply religious baker, the Supreme
Court issued controversial ruling in favor of the baker
Colorado  Civil Rights

Commission, 2018). This paper examines Americans’

(Masterpiece Cakeshop v.

attitudes toward civil liberties and civil rights in an era of
the legalization of same-sex marriage. Analysis of the
2016 Pew Research Center’s survey reveals that
Protestants are more likely to weight in on civil liberties
(i.e., religious freedom) than other religious groups, and
such an effect is greater among those who regularly attend
religious services. The finding that political ideology and
part identification also matter in determining opinions
suggests that support for religious freedom over the
protection of equal rights of homosexuals is not only based

on religious faith but rooted in political beliefs.

2. Yuki TAKAUCHI B N&E (University of Illinois,
Urbana-Champaign, GS)
“Towards a Feminist Historiography of the US
Occupation of Okinawa: Analyzing the

Intersections of Power in Red-Light Districts

during the Vietnam War”

This paper analyzes violence committed against sex
workers in occupied Okinawa, arguing that these
seemingly private and apolitical affairs separated from the
Vietnam war were, in reality, deeply entangled with it, as
the strains and pressures of wartime enabled and
conditioned such violence. The US military relied on the
labor of sex workers as an essential resource for the war
effort while limiting the flow of dollars to Okinawa in
response to the dollar crisis. These policies situated sex
workers in precarious positions and forced them to engage
in dangerous and uncertain exchanges with increasingly
desperate and unpredictable soldiers. In this way, incidents
of interpersonal violence can be read at the intersections
between the global Vietnam War and the history of the
occupation.

I use the records of the court-martials that I
discovered at the National Archives and Records
Administration in St. Louis, which are underused among
scholars of the US occupation. Even today, the US military
court-martial during the occupation remains a “black box”
because the local law enforcement and justice system did
not have jurisdiction over US military personnel and the
Okinawan people were generally excluded from the court-
martial. Even though the court-martial records are heavily
biased, they are rare primary sources that provide a
glimpse into what kinds of interactions sex workers had
with US soldiers and the power dynamics between them.
This presentation is an attempt to decipher the “black box”
by exploring 1) the material conditions of such violence

committed against sex workers and 2) how the US military



evaluated these cases and adjudicated their sentences. The
records reveal that, far from private affairs, these deadly
incidents were highly political in nature, as wartime
conditions intensified preexisting inequalities in power

relations between occupied Okinawans and US occupiers.

3. Atsushi FUJITA FEMH E&E (Aichi Gakuin Uni-
versity EHRIFEEKEE)
“¢America Has AIDS’: Passing Down the Legacy of
a Community in Matthew Lopez’s The Inheritance”

After a successful run in London, The Inheritance

moved to Broadway in 2019. The Inheritance, in short, is
a current gay version of E.M. Foster’s Howards End, set
in New York instead of London. The seven-hour-long epic
discusses, among many topics, how important it is to keep
the legacy of the LGBTQ community alive.
The play’s younger characters, including Eric and Toby,
enjoy the entitlement and freedom of gay marriage and
provide contrast to the older characters: Walter and Henry
(Wilcox), who lived through the early days of the AIDS
epidemic. Drawing on Forster, Lopez creates the character
of Morgan, who helps the other characters tell their story.

“America has AIDS,” is aimed at President Trump
(“[L]ike HIV, he’s replicating his genetic material from
tweet to tweet.”). In Lopez’s work, characters discuss
urgent issues under his administration with the tragedy of
AIDS on its background. Under the Obama administration,

the situation around LGBTQ people seemed only to get
better. Although there were actually issues that needed to
be tackled, marriage equality was achieved, and the
visibility of transgender people rose significantly. The
election of Donald Trump, however, was a grim warning
which made people realize that things could get worse
overnight.

Eric, the counterpart of Margaret from Howard’s End,
acts as a mediator between the former generation and the
next one. He becomes friends with Walter and learns about
his house in upstate New York in which he took care of
many gay men dying from AIDS. After Walter’s passing,
Eric marries Henry and eventually takes on the house to
maintain Walter’s legacy.

This presentation will focus on the argument on the
politics for LGBTQ causes in the play and its emphasis on
passing down the legacy in the community. I would also
like to discuss why the production in New York received
less favorable reviews than the one in London. For some,
all white main characters are problematic especially when
the playwright is a Puerto Rican descent. The political
climate in the U.S. right now could be harmful to the
cause; more and more people are politically divided in two
extremes and a phrase like “cancel culture” is often used
to refer to this phenomenon. This suggests an important
point for a discussion of the LGBTQ advancement from

now.

<> A Unpredictable Agents: The Making of Japan’s Americanists during the Cold War and Beyond

One is not born an Americanist, especially if one is not born an American; one becomes an Americanist. Many of
Japanese specialists of U.S. history, society, and culture were educated in Japan, went to study in the United States, and
built their careers in their respective fields either in the United States or Japan. In scholarly literature, such Japanese
intellectuals are often understood within the framework of Cold War liberalism and cultural diplomacy: those who
benefited from the two nations’ investment in educational and cultural exchange as a tool for solidifying the United States’
hegemony in East Asia and Japan’s secure place in it. According to such a narrative, the Japanese scholars who studied in
the United States, often on Fulbright or other publicly or privately funded scholarships, were trained in American values
and way of life and became effective proponents thereof. In other words, in their embrace of the United States, they became
“Americanists” not only in terms of their expertise but also subjectivity and affect: they occupied the role of complicit
agents in U.S. Cold War liberalism.

This panel complicates such a narrative by showcasing an array of personal stories of Japanese scholars of the United
States who came of age as intellectuals during the Cold War and beyond. Focusing on the individual experiences of
encounter with, interest in, and relationship to “America,” the panel will highlight the varied backgrounds and diverse

paths through which these individuals have come to be “Americanists” and the complex meanings of that identity. It is
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important to recognize that the individuals’ encounters with “America” were enabled by historical, political, economic

conditions of US-Japan relations; yet it is just as crucial to note that their experiences and choices were never determined

by them and that they have all continued to engage “America” critically, both in their scholarship and in their personal

lives. Such a multidirectional look into scholars’ lives is especially important in American Studies, a field which has gained

its strength through the analysis of the relationship between structure and agency, the hegemonic and the resistant, the

political and the personal, America and the world. The six presentations together will illustrate the complex positionalities,

fluid identities, ambivalent embrace, and most importantly, unpredictable agency of these intellectuals understood to be

the bridge across the Pacific.

Katsunori YAMAZATO LB, (Meio University
ARERF)

“Memories of an Okinawan Americanist”

American Studies in Ryukyu / Okinawa seems to
have originated with Chochu Makishi, an interpreter of
1853, with the arrival of

Commodore Perry’s black warships in Naha.

Ryukyu Kingdom, in

The summer of 1945 marked the historical moment
when Perry’s dream of 1953, that is, the U.S. occupation
of the major ports of Okinawa, was finally realized. That
dream took almost one hundred years to become a
reality—and now in the 21st century what we may call
“the second occupation of the Ryukyus” seems to last
forever.

Many Okinawan young people went to the United
1945,

scholarships and studied in the country, earning advanced

States  after receiving American military
degrees in the sciences, social sciences, and humanities.
They eagerly sought opportunities to explore the
modernity that they yearned for so much.

Some of them became my teachers at the University
of the Ryukyus, the first institution of higher education in
Ryukyu/Okinawa, established by the United States in
1950 and modelled on American land-grant universities.

For many Okinawans born after 1945, groping for
one’s identity became one of their most conspicuous traits.
They had to see themselves in a triangle relationship
involving three agents—Okinawa, the United States, and
Japan. Okinawan identity has continued to be unstable
because it was / is generated through three lenses—
Okinawan, American, and Japanese.

Mt presentation will focus on my trajectory as an
Okinawan Americanist through historical backgrounds
and personal memories that seem to have pulled me into

this career.

Eijun SENAHA 34 % 5<{# (Hokkaido University
IHEERZ)
“American Paralysis: Floating Homeland, Family,

and Masculinity”

This presentation is autobiographical and illustrates
the panelist’s personal life and his surroundings, focusing
on his alleged identity as an Americanist, which baffles
him and drives him into a sense of paralysis. Towards the
end of confession in this panel, he realizes that his story is
intersectionalized with his postcolonial identity as a man
from Okinawa.

He calls himself a second-generation Okinawan
Americanist. He was born in Okinawa under the US
occupation and grew up there to witness Okinawa’s
reversion to Japan in 1972. He was always caught in a
triangulated identity: Okinawan, Japanese, and, strangely
enough, American. It was absolutely impossible to tell his
personal history of this puzzling identity without
discussing the political history of Okinawa’s relationship
with America.

“Americanist” is a puzzling, ambiguous word. For
him, to be an Americanist is like contracting paralysis, a
sense mostly of numbness and sometimes of pain and
yearning for America. He does not remember when his
paralysis started. He only knows that he has
anomalistically inherited the lesion from his father, who
for love of his homeland, family, and his own manhood,
embraced America. Although the panelist resisted such a
pursuit, America was precisely omnipresent when he was
born and the nature of an Americanist was already eerily
intrinsic to his existence, like a dis-ease. America is a part
of him, and he cannot tell his story without America. He is
not entirely American, but he is thoroughly an Americanist.

One does not choose to be an Americanist but
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becomes an Americanist. Those who are in love with
America or haunted by its presence are in essence
Americanists. Whether one is part of the mainstream or
marginalized, one cannot escape being an Americanist as
long as we live in this world where America is
omnipresent with its colonial power, or whatever you may
call it. It is not simply a matter of an academic field, either.
He comes to believe that an ontological commitment, both
conscious and unconscious, makes one an Americanist
who becomes a transnational router of “Americanesses.”
In his case, he is admittedly constrained by America.
Recently, however, he has realized that his obsession has
been made of his own his-tory with his homeland, family,
and masculinity, as well as resistance to all these intrinsic

properties.

Yujin YAGUCHI &M% A (University of Tokyo 3
HRF)

“Learning ‘America’ from the Mennonites”

The presentation is based on a chapter written for the
book Unpredictable Agents which discusses my personal
encounter with Americans and their culture as a child of
Mennonite parents living in Hokkaido in the 1960s and
70s and later as an international student at a Mennonite
college in Goshen, Indiana. As the book shows, through a
series of different experiences with the United States the
authors had in their lives, “America” is not a monolithic
and one-dimensional “other” that exists beyond the Pacific
Ocean for Japanese scholars. The study of the United
States is not and does not have to be premised on a binary
format of us versus them, even though that is so often
assumed in area studies scholarships. In my case,
“America” has been an integral part of my upbringing
from very early on. And that “America” was inflected by
a particular ideology of race, gender, and sexuality—
whiteness, heteronormativity and Christianity were
assumed to be the norm in my life. My identity as a scholar
had to begin by questioning that norm which I had so
deeply and naturally internalized. The “Japanese-ness” of
my identity (whatever that is), in that respect, has been
secondary to my interest in the pursuit of American
Studies. Based on a mostly biographical account of my
personal encounter with the United States, this

presentation discusses how an unpredictable set of life

events have conditioned the formation of a scholarly

identity of a researcher and a teacher in Japan.

Yuko ITATSU #REAHKRT (University of Tokyo
HRF)
“The Accidental Mirror: The Shine and Shatter of

My American Dream”

Breathing life into our research is something we
strive to do as researchers, albeit normally into other
people’s lives. This presentation is an attempt in applying
a biographic-narrative approach to the author’s own life
choice in becoming an Americanist. Central to the
narrative is the metaphor of the mirror, which is used as an
object for self-reflection. The story tells the author’s
relationship with the mirror in three stages.

The first stage is the discovery of this mirror and its
imprint as a moral and intellectual compass. The values of
independence and self-worth percolates into her soul
during the seven years the author spends in the United
States as a child. These values are then cemented further
in the next eight years living in rural Japan, where the
author struggles with the premium put on conformity.

In the second stage, the mirror is used as a tool for
evolving her personal and professional identity. She sees
that the sense of belonging that she had felt in the United
States is not as unconditional as she had previously
thought, but also finds other ways in which she gains a
sense of belonging in the United States.

In the final and current stage, the mirror is put to the
test, as the progressive agenda that had attracted the author
to the study of the United States is scrutinized. This
questioning of the usefulness of the American mirror is
compounded by the discovery of other value systems
through exposure to international faculty, staff and
students at her workplace. While the author learns of other
value systems and practices, this leads to a crisis in her
professional identity as the choice of pursuing a career in
American Studies was initially dictated by its utility.

The presentation as a whole examines one personal
story of her use of the United States as a pragmatic tool for
self-realization. The pragmatism instilled in the United
States is used against itself as the pragmatic usefulness of

American studies becomes the subject for this author.
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Sanae NAKATANI H 4 B (Tokyo Metropolitan
University B ERABKZF)
“The Land She Could Never Call Home Again:
‘America’ in My Family History”

This presentation explores the meaning of “America”
in my family history through letters and stories passed
down from older generations, and discusses how it has
influenced my viewpoint on American Studies. My great-
grandparents crossed the Pacific Ocean in the early 20th
century in search of a better life. Following the path
pioneered by earlier immigrants, they extracted resources
from the land in the Pacific Northwest, grabbed business
opportunities, and successfully carved out a place for
themselves in a settler community. As Eiichiro Azuma
shows in Between Two Empires: Race, History, and
Transnationalism in Japanese America (2005), many Issei
tried to maintain their feet on both sides of the Pacific until
a war broke out and made it untenable. My great-
grandparents were no exception. Comparing letters that
they wrote before and during their incarceration reveals
the changing meaning of America in their lives.

My America-born grandmother also had a fraught
relationship with her birth country. In the fall of 1940, her
father took her to Japan where he attended the 2600th
anniversary of Emperor Jimmu’s founding of the Japanese
empire. Shortly after the event, he left for home, leaving
her by herself to explore her ancestral land. The Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor nullified her plans to go back home
and cut her off from her family who were now imprisoned.
The war between the two countries jeopardized her life,
but having America as part of her life also gave her an
advantage in getting a job as an English tutor in postwar
Japan.

My ancestors’ stories reveal how the forces of U.S.
and Japanese empires impacted the lives of an immigrant
family by both undermining their freedom and presenting
opportunities they could capitalize on. Not only the
memories of incarceration and separation but also the
cultural capital, developed through their transpacific
movements, live on in my family history as complex faces
of “America” and keep influencing my viewpoint on
American Studies.

Yu TOKUNAGA 8K (Kyoto University JLEBKR
%)

“Making of a Transpacific Americanist via Latin

America”

My talk is about how I became a historian of U.S.
immigration with a transpacific perspective through my
experiences of studying in Japan, Costa Rica, and the
United States. In 2000, I went to Costa Rica as an
exchange high school student out of pure curiosity for the
unknown. I was the only Asian man in the town where [
lived. Although my life there did not start easily, I became
accustomed to the Costa Rican way of life thanks to my
host family and friends and acculturated to the extent that
[ wrote my diary in Spanish. This process of acculturation
had a significant influence on my worldview and later
affected the way I studied U.S. history. I had a new
geographical and cultural perspective to see the United
States from the south and thus realized that the United
States was at the intersection between Asia and Latin
America and also a Spanish-speaking country with large
numbers of Latin American immigrants. Around the time
when I entered Kyoto University, | was increasingly
interested in the history and current situation of
immigrants and their descendants in Japan and the United
States. When I was a junior, I flew to California as an
exchange student since California appeared to me to be an
ideal place to study how immigrants faced and overcame
difficulties and how people with different ethnoracial
backgrounds could live together. After graduation, I
worked as a newspaper reporter for four years. But my
interests in U.S. immigration history did not fade away.
Thus, I decided to study again to gain expertise in U.S.
immigration history and entered the history program at the
University of Southern California in 2012 to explore the
history of Japanese-Mexican relations in Los Angeles.
Having lived in Japan, the United States, and, most
importantly, Costa Rica gave me a transpacific perspective
and language skills to better understand how people’s
experiences in different areas around the Pacific Ocean
have intersected and interconnected. In short, I became a
transpacific Americanist via Latin America. Furthermore,
having a U.S.-born son and a Korean-born grandfather
helped me to discover myself within immigration history
and understand myself as a product of historical
contingency. Now working in Japan, I hope to contribute

to building a more equal and inclusive Japanese society.
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