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“‘With the Limited Time Left’ : End-of-Life Care for Terminal Patients
in New York City, 1940-1970”



Yoka Tomita & %% (Columbia University GS 2 B7 K%52)

There has been a growing interest in death and dying in the United States, and
recent legislative efforts to legalize physician aid-in-dying have raised new
questions of wide-ranging public significance about how to navigate end-of-life care
options, how to engage with the ethics of dying, and what the current social
climate suggests about American attitudes toward life and death. Despite this
profound interest, however, there are few works that place the complex
relationship between terminal care, institutional practices, and the subjective
experiences of dying in a longer historical stream. Current historical literature
especially overlooks the role of medical social workers and benevolent charities
that aided terminal ill patients and their caregivers through the protracted
process of dying.

My paper addresses the issue of how death was situated in a web of
connections that affected the subjective experiences of terminal patients. By
focusing on the networks of care utilized by terminal patients, I aim to
llustrate the social dimension of death. Specifically, in my project, I will be
examining medical social workers’ reports from Presbyterian Hospital in New
York City to suggest the ways in which these constructed networks reflected
the intersections of class in New York City. Presbyterian Hospital accepted
patients of lower socioeconomic status into its wards, and employed medical
social workers to assist terminal patients and their caregivers to navigate
various options for end-of-life care. I argue that for many terminal patients,
choices concerning end-of-life were not made individually, but rather through
careful consultations with different networks that were available. In
conclusion, this paper aims to contribute to the growing scholarship on death
and dying by capturing the social and dynamic dimensions of end-of-life care in
New York City.
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“The Trump administration and the US — China Trade War”
Edward ASHBEE (Copenhagen Business School)

Although the US is engaged in trade skirmishes with a broad range of countries its
fight with China has edged towards a full-blown ‘trade war. The Trump

administration’s turn to ‘war’ represented a significant policy shift insofar as
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American policy had for decades been based around the integration of China into
the global economy. There had been protests about alleged violations of intellectual
property, the constraints imposed by US firms operating in Chinese market and
the valuation of the RMB but questions about the overall trade policy trajectory
were largely confined to the labor unions and the political edges. Nonetheless, as
the Trump administration pursued the trade war during 2018 there was relatively
little political dissension. How and why did the Republican Party, long associated
with trade liberalization, embrace the imposition of tariffs and for what reasons
have many Democrats acquiesced? The paper argues that although there are
proximate reasons much of the answer lies in the character of the preceding trade
policy regime and the setting within which it was established. While there was a
commitment at the end of the 1990s to promote trade with China and seek its
Integration into the world market through WTO membership the policy regime
was only shallowly embedded. In other words, it had little ideational or
institutional depth. The processes described by Elmer Schattschneider in his
classic description of the ways in which constituencies (or ‘fighting legions) are
built around a policy were largely absent. The reasons for this lie largely in the
character of political and economic processes at the end of the 1990s when the
pivotal framing moments took place. This shallow embeddedness opened the way
for other frames and clusters of ideas, principally those drawn from populism and

nationalism, to come to the fore two decades later.
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SessionD (Woman and Community)

9:15~11:45 Y505
Chair: Hiroko IWAMOTO #4441~ (Urawa University {HFIK7)
Discussant: Miyuki DAIMARUYA Z#L.44%E3% (National
Fisheries University 7K K FA4%)

“Margaret Fuller and Ida B. Wells: Wielding the Female Gaze”
Nanette Rasband HILTON (University of Nevada, Las Vegas)



American women writers at both ends of the nineteenth century, Margaret Fuller
(1810-1850) and Ida B. Wells (1862-1931), model how humans may harness
adversity as they each solved their problems and fought injustice with their pen.

As example, Fuller pioneered female educational and vocational opportunities
by being the first American woman editor, literary critic and international
newspaper correspondent. She wrote the first American feminist manifesto
Women in the Nineteenth Century. Wells was a courageous pioneer in the areas of
investigative journalism, specifically mob lynching. She was the first black female
international newspaper correspondent. Wells spent her life advocating for social
reforms including anti-lynching, prison, veterans, housing, and racial and
women’s rights reforms.

Each of these two writers communicated their bright vision for a harmonious
future in essays of uncanny resemblance: Fuller with her essay, “Leila” and Wells
with her “A Story of 1900.” These two writings illustrate their author’s multiple
1dentities which enabled them to embrace and embody diversity and champion
social justice.

Through the lens of both social identity theory and multiple identity theory, I
examine how Fuller and Wells were uniquely prepared to promote inclusiveness,
reformist ideology, and universal values. These writings exemplify the “female
gaze,” a feminist theoretical term describing the way in which a woman sees the
world, though this view can be employed by any gender. I show how this feminine
authorial perspective is uniquely qualified to comment on societal injustice and
work toward a more harmonious future. I am interested to know how the writing
of Fuller and Wells incorporates the female gaze to enact Invitational Rhetoric, as
theorized by Foss and Griffin. The Invitational Rhetoric Fuller and Wells practice
stands in contrast to the traditional Aristotelian idea of rhetoric as persuasion and
instead fosters “equality, immanent value, and self-determination.”

“‘Recruit the Women’ The Life and Career Lt. Ethel B. Weed in Post-WWII
Japan”
Malia MCANDREW (John Carroll University)

Following WWII, the United States occupied Japan from 1945-1952.
America’s primary goals were to demilitarize and democratize its former
enemy. As head of the occupation, General Douglas MacArthur instituted
women’s suffrage because he believed Japanese women to be likely supporters
of the American agenda. He then tasked Lt. Ethel Weed, a low-ranking officer
with the job of ensuring broad-based female political participation throughout
the nation. With only four months of training in Japanese language and
culture the 39-year-old American could do little on her own. Aware of her



limitations, Weed recruited a cadre of internationally-known Japanese
feminists who had been silenced by Japan’s wartime leadership to advise her.
These women included the birth control activist Kato Shidzue, the female
education pioneer Motoko Haniand the novelist Miyamoto Yuriko. Weed thus
served as a lynchpin who brought together unlikely allies. This talk is based
on archival materials not previously available in the U.S. or Japan.

“Ragtag Musicians and Group Identity in Paul Beatty's
Slumberland’
Shawn HIGGINS (Temple University Japan)

This paper analyzes the role of sound and music in the distinction between and
creation of groups of people as depicted in Paul Beatty's Slumberiand (2008). In
this novel, Los Angeles-born African American Ferguson Sowell, who as a
musician goes by DJ Darky, travels to pre-unified West Germany in search of a
legendary musician named Charles Stone, also known as The Schwa. Ferguson
takes up a hired position as a “jukebox sommelier” at the Slumberland bar on the
outskirts of Berlin’s Tiergarten Park. From here, DJ Darky explores Berlin before,
during, and after its reunification, and he finds that nostalgia, group identity, and
modernity are at violents odds with one another. In one sense, his African
American exotic Otherness provides a common difference upon which West and
East German can project their fantasies and judgments. In a different sense,
Ferguson finds the individuality in each German he meets and realizes that only
common interests and pursuits, such as playing music in The Schwa’s ragtag band,
unify individuals. A central theme throughout most of Paul Beatty’s novels is that
any race in any specific era can be defined, questioned, and redefined by qualifying
what expectations were placed upon it and what expectations members of the
group placed on themselves. Following this theme, this paper examines the group
1dentities of African Americans, West Germans, and East Germans through the
constructive and destructive apparatuses of music and sound as forces of
formation.

Session E (Cultural Transformation)

9:15~11:45 Y602

Chair: Mariko WATANABE 2B (VLIRS Nishikyushu
University)

Discussant : Raphaél LAMBERT (B78 k% Kansai University)



“Future Realism and the Exception: Carl Schmitt and Hollywood Sci-fi
Movie”
Eli Park SORENSEN (The Chinese University of Hong Kong)

This paper explores possible affinities between Carl Schmitt’s concept of the
exception and the genre of Hollywood sci-fi movies. To Schmitt, the sovereign
is the one “who decides on the exception.” No legal prescription, Schmitt
argues, can encompass or predict every possible future scenario; the future —
as opposed to sameness extended — is per definition radically unpredictable.
Any radically new development (i.e. the future-as-radically-unpredictable) is a
potential threat to the sovereign’s authority; therefore, the sovereign’s
authority ultimately comes down to the right to decide on the exception.
Schmitt’s exception is designed to anticipate — politically — a future that
cannot be anticipated or imagined. In my paper, I hope to further develop
these thoughts in connection with a discussion of various sci-fi genre theories,
including Darko Suvin’s influential concept of the novum, which he uses to
distinguish the sci-fi genre from other, similar genres. To Suvin, the sci-fi
genre is above all characterized by introducing scientifically plausible new
things, i.e. the novum, whereby the genre remains — futuristically —
imaginable, and hence realistic. An exception to Suvin’s rule of the novum, I
argue, is precisely Schmitt’s concept of the exception; it is the Schmittian
exception that ultimately reactivates the genre’s political potential amidst
conservative visions of the future-as-the-present (but with new things). In my
paper, I will provide some examples from various Hollywood sci-fi movies,
including Spielberg’s Minority Report (2002) and Blomkamp’s Elysium (2013).
My argument is that both movies — albeit in different ways — reactivate a
political potential through plots that involve envisioning the radically
unpredictable future.

“After Work: Deindustrialization and Anxieties About the Future of
Work in Three Contemporary Television Programs”
Peter THOMPSON (Carleton University)

In this paper, I will examine the way in which three contemporary American
television programs — Justified, Breaking Bad, and Ozark — represent various
aspects of North America’s deindustrialized economy. I will focus specifically on
the way in which changing patterns of work appear in the programs. Each
program explores the relationship between the knowledge economy and working
class culture, a disjuncture between breathtaking natural scenes and the gutted
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cities and towns in which most of the action takes place, changing conceptions of
masculinity, and the shift in emphasis to the carceral state that is a key part of
post-industrial society, portraying an America in which members of the erstwhile
working class are always on the verge of being sent to jail. In each of these cases,
the programs draw a clear distinction between either outsiders (in the case of
Justified and Ozark) or members of the middle class (in the case of Breaking Bad)
and the working/criminal class who struggles with issues related to addiction and
crime. By focusing on three distinct regions of the United States (Appalachia, the
midwest, and the southwest), this paper will provide an overview of some of the
tensions inherent in North America’s response to deindustrialization, anxieties
about the future of work, and the impacts of these changes on both the urban and
rural landscape.

Session F  (Reconsideration of Framework)

9:15~11:45 Y603
Chair: Yuko ITO {Hiét (dAHHE K Asia University)
Discussant: Hideaki KAMI _E#eB] (##143)11k%: Kanagawa University)

“Once, I Was King”
William BARCLAY (Carleton University GS)

If the U.S.A. is assiduously analyzed, then it becomes readily
apparent that America has unequivocally endured a precipitous
national decline throughout the modem era, due to the fact that,
since the late 1960's and the early 1970's, the American state has
comprehensively repudiated its foundational, quintessentially
conservative, national political ideology, and, consequently, the
U.S.A. has, for decades, consistently precluded itself from the
essential political ideology and apparatus that heretofore allowed it
to secure itself within the international political system and
dominate the international stage.

Firstly, it i1s inexorable that, when the U.S.A. was founded, the
American state was predicated upon a fundamentally conservative
national political ideology and political apparatus. Moreover, it is
incontrovertible that, prior to the modern era, America's
foundational, conservative, national political ideology and its
consequent political structures unequivocally caused the American
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state to manifest an unimpeachable national security and
prosperity within the international political system.

Unfortunately, it is also emphatically evident that, since the late
1960's and the early 1970's, the American citizenry has
consistently coerced the American state to subvert and reject its
foundational, conservative, national political ideology and political
structures, in order to, instead, evoke a nigh- unmitigated personal
freedom within American society, and, as a result, throughout the
modem era, the

U.S.A. has contingently degenerated into national insecurity
and malignant economic instability.

In fact, the progenitors of liberalism and conservative
political theory alike, such as Montesquieu and
Machiavelli, respectively, explicitly reiterate that, if any
state controverts its foundational political ideology, then that
state will inevitably implode, due to the fact that the state
has thereby abandoned the essential political structures and
the politics that previously engendered its national security
and prosperity within the international political system.
Moreover, the experiences of myriad states, erstwhile and
modem alike, such as ancient Rome and modem France,
emphatically confirm that, if any state controverts its foundational
political ideology, then that state will inexorably collapse, if it is
not abruptly reoriented towards its own respective foundational
political ideology and values.

“The Limits of Ethnic Influence: American Politics and Northern Ireland,
1968-1998”

Joe RENOUARD (Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International

Studies, Nanjing)

Much has been written about the violent era known as “The Troubles” in Northern
Ireland (1968-1998). The literature suggests a popular and scholarly fascination
with sectarian conflict, street violence, and terrorism. Yet few have taken a
human rights perspective on The Troubles that includes the important factor of
American domestic political influence. This reluctance stems, in part, from
Ireland’s and Northern Ireland’s marginal status within the set of core
Anglo-American issues. It also grows from the common perception of The
Troubles as a sectarian civil conflict rather than a simple tale of an authoritarian
state abusing its citizens.

12



I aim to fill some gaps in our understanding of this subject through an

exploration of American political approaches to The Troubles. American political
interest stemmed from two main factors. First, a vocal minority of the
forty-some-million Irish Americans lobbied on behalf of, or raised funds for, the
Irish republican cause. Second, the U.S. had a longstanding relationship with
Britain which included substantial security ties, trade, and U.S. military bases on
British soil. These Anglo-American connections would prove to be the most
significant factors in Washington. America’s executive policymakers steered a
wide berth around The Troubles as a result of the “special relationship” with
London and the general reluctance to interfere in allies’ domestic affairs.
Yet a considerable number of legislators and activists pushed for more substantial
U.S. involvement, proposing everything from American mediation to sanctions
against Britain. Despite these efforts, they found that conditions in Northern
Ireland were too complicated to brook any simple transatlantic solutions.
Because Catholics in Northern Ireland lived in a parliamentary democracy, this
region’s political situation could not be compared to those of the communist states
or the dictatorships of the global South. And because radical Irish republicans
used violence against civilians, their American supporters had a hard time
building public sympathy for them.
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Roundtable “Teaching America in Transnational Contexts”
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Looking backward, we understand that the shock wave has started since the time
of 9/11 and then culminated in the birth of President Trump. The image of the
United States has been changing since then. We were surprised to know that more
than half of American people are favored for isolationism against immigration and
globalism, although once the United States was said to be created for “a home out
of vagabonds and a nation out of exiles.” Now both cultural pluralism and monism
are reacting opposingly, and we perceive multivariate responses including various
assemblies such as Occupy Wall Street and #Me Too movement as well as the rise
of libertarianism. Moreover, we hear the support for the Green New Deal.
Witnessing such change, we stand in front of the challenges of our research and
teaching America in the classroom. This panel will explore the dimensions that
scholars of American studies are facing in transnational contexts.

“Mr. Hooper Never Knew Our Nig: Teaching American Regional Literature in
Transnational Contexts”
Ki Yoon JANG (ASAK/Sogang University)

It is seldom disputed that America embodies ideas of transnationalism. The
foundation of the nation was laid by an unprecedentedly vigorous influx of people
from diverse backgrounds into an undemarcated, thus unlimitedly demarcatable,
“city upon a hill.” Subsequent formation and development of the nation similarly
relies on the continuously dynamic intermingling of individuals, families, and
groups in one grand territorial habitation. Many point out the loophole of
America’s (self-)proclaimed transnationality that is a tenacious tendency to
obscure such pernicious issues as racism, expansionism, and exceptionalism. Yet,
these days, under the ongoing reign of the spirit of “making America great again,”
those issues seem to be simply regarded as unfortunate yet inevitable side effects
of the uniquely American realities. America is, after all, a composite of the ‘united
states’ that undergoes ceaseless tensions and frictions but always manages to
sublimate them into discordia concors and preserves its entity.

The dialectical implication of American transnationalism is reiterated in the
field of American literary studies. Despite dramatic changes in its history from
New Criticism to New Historicism to Diversity Studies, American literary
scholarship--especially that of the early and nineteenth century--still revolves
around one coherent genealogy of canonical works that represents the
metanarrative of the nation’s constitution as an ultimate haven for differences of
all kinds. Rejecting such scholarship that insists on totalitarian Americanization
of multifaceted texts, this paper proposes to reconsider the American literary
tradition in a more divergent way, specifically by means of regionalism. A trend
that briefly gained popularity in postbellum hyper-capitalist America for its
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nostalgic portrait of uncorrupted rural areas and that has equally briefly served
for feminist criticism in the 1980s and ‘90s to excavate unknown women writers
who mostly wrote local color fiction, American regionalism is now perceived as
outdated. But that perception indicates how American transnationalism makes
(ab)use of regionalism for what Richard H. Brodhead says as “forcible repression of
sectional autonomy in favor of national union” in the aftermath of the Civil War.
That indication, in turn, offers potentials of a truly regional nature of regionalism
that can counter the quasi-utopian circumscription of American transnationalism.

This paper explores the aforementioned potentials by reading two American
literary works side by side that incidentally yet significantly share one and the
same geographical setting. Nathaniel Hawthorne, whom Jane Tompkins
addresses as “a classic author” deliberately canonized by a powerful literary circle
at the time, wrote “The Minister’s Black Veil” in the backdrop of a small country
town of Milford, Massachusetts. The story is interpreted as a concise yet keen
critique of the loss of self-understanding in the process of secularization, and
grants Hawthorne an undeniable right to be a masterful artist who could draw a
portrayal of the moral composition of quintessentially American people in
post-Puritan era that is simultaneously applicable to that of the whole mankind in
the Nietzschean age after God’s death. In that interpretation Milford does not
draw much attention other than for its abstract, religious atmosphere. The same
town, however, obtains more palpable meanings when it appears once again to be
the background of Harriet Wilson’s Our Nig twenty-seven years later. OQur Nigis
viewed as the first African-American novel thanks to Henry Louis Gates, Jr.’s
verification of its manuscript in 1982 and book publication next year, but it is
rarely taught in English classrooms as a specimen of ‘American literature.’
Attempts are made to have the book receive scholarly interest, one of which is
discussing it in relation with its geographical setting of Milford, not as part of
Massachusetts but as that of a larger, and more socioculturally pregnant, ‘region’
of New England. This attempt renders Milford anew as a real-life arena of racial
discrimination and segregation that defies spiritual transcendentalism. Wilson’s
Milford is politically, economically, and genderily particularized, and unsettles the
naively whitewashed image of Hawthorne’s. By extension, Our Nig sheds light on
the traditionally white-male-centered philosophical and intellectual matrix of New
England, and debunks the globally accepted iconicism of the American North (in
opposition to another well-known region, the American South) as the home of the
Original Thirteen Colonies and as the site of universal equality for all. By
comparing and contrasting the two texts in this manner, this paper intends to
complicate the rigidly centripetal disposition of American transcendentalism and
1lluminate its inherent contradictions.
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“Teaching America in the Shadow of the Trump Presidency”
Haruo IGUCHI H:1755 (JAAS/BETE P2 K% Kwansei Gakuin University)

In the aftermath of the 2000 Presidential election, filmmaker Michael Moore in his
2004 documentary movie, Fahrenheit 911, looked back at Albert Gore’s defeat in
the electoral college to George W. Bush despite winning the popular vote and
remarked, “Was it all just a dream? . . . Did the last four years not really happen?”
If Moore were to produce a documentary on the Trump Presidency in 2020, he
would probably make a similar comment The Presidency of George W. Bush
continued for two terms and revived the neoconservatives and American
unilateralism. This was followed by the Presidency of Barack Hussein Obama,
who distanced himself from neoconservatism and pursued multilateralism. In
this tug-of-war between two competing view of the world in the twenty-first
century, will the Trump Presidency be referred to as “His Accidency”? “His
Accidency” had been used to mock a long-forgotten antebellum President, John
Tyler, who became president one month into the presidency of William Henry
Harrison. Tyler became the de facto third-party president after alienating his
Whig Party. In case of Trump, he had entered the White House in the aftermath
of alienating the majority of the Republican establishment and mainstream
Republicans. Unlike Tyler, who had an irreconcilable fallout with his party’s
leader in the Senate, Henry Clay of Kentucky, Trump has thus far managed to
maintain political rapport with the Republican Majority in the Senate, Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky. However, the Trump presidency, like the Tyler
presidency, has been plagued by cabinet resignations. Is it possible that Trump
might be elevated in American history to the stature of Theodore Roosevelt who
ended up launching a new movement within the Republican Party and later
formed a third party? A beneficiary of the precedent set by Tyler in elevating the
vice president to the president when a sitting president dies, Roosevelt had rated
Tyler as one of the worst presidents in U.S. history and judged him as a man of
“monumental littleness.” Are Trump’s embracing of white nationalism and state
rights twenty-first century versions of those doing Tyler’s and Andrew Jackson’s
antebellum America? The American media have pointed to Trump’s election as
reminding Americans of a 1957 Elia Kazan movie, A Face in the Crowd. Trump
is the first president relying on the social media, Twitter, to convey his populist
agendas and Trump White House policies; his reliance on the social media is
similar to recent corporate trend in using social media for corporate
communications and marketing. Trump’s confrontations with mainstream
media and dismissing many of their reports as about him and his policies as “fake
news’ are similar to Spiro Agnew’s approach to and relations with the American
media during his corrupt governorship and vice presidency. Is Trump’s stance on
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immigrants a historical replay of mass deportation of Mexicans and Mexican
Americans during the presidency of Herbert Hoover in midst of the Great
Depression? Is Trump creating a new form of what historian Arthur Schlesinger
had described as “the Imperial Presidency, ” a trend that can be traced back to the
years of Tyler and his successor, James Polk? The last question should be
analyzed in tandem with the twenty-first century version of the America First
movement. Of course, the contemporary America First movement should be
understood in the context of social disruptions and anxieties brought by 9/11, the
Great Recession, the change in the racial composition of America, and the advent
of technologies concerning Artificial Intelligence. Lastly, while Tyler had signed
the first trade treaty with China, will Trump’s hard ball approach to China end
with agreements that usher in a new era of national security-centered approach to
trade, an approach that had been pursued by Nazi Germany and militarist Japan
in the 1930s in their pursuit of hegemony? The last question, of course, should be
analyzed in the context of the Sino-American rivalry for global leadership in the
twenty-first century.

“Teaching American History in Japan: The Value of the Outsider’s View”
Junko ISONO KATO ik (%7 JIE 1~ (JAAS/Waseda University 7 HK7)

Who takes a U.S. history course in Japan? Most are students trying to make sense
of what is happening in the United States or planning to study there; some are
Americans curious to know how their history is taught in Japan. What they have
In common is an interest in the outsider’s view. That is probably the most
important aspect of teaching American history outside the United States.

It is natural for non-Americans to compare American history to their own
history. For instance, many Japanese students know the significance of the year
1854 because the U.S.-Japan Treaty of Peace and Amity of 1854 finally ended
Japan’ seclusion policy. But they have no idea that 1854 is the year the
Kansas-Nebraska Act became law and the Republican party was formed, leading
the United States one step closer to the Civil War. Combining the two gives a
fuller picture of the United States in 1854: while politicians and ordinary
Americans were preoccupied with the domestic turmoil, the federal government
was actively expanding its markets overseas.

Some ideas that Americans take for granted look different when presented in a
classroom outside the United States. For example, Americans are so inured to the
one-drop-of-blood rule for determining who is and who is not black—a rule that
prevailed during slavery and Jim Crow and persists, to a considerable degree,
today—that they cannot imagine how illogical it sounds to non-Americans. The
rule forces students to contemplate not just the struggle for freedom and equality
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in the United States but also the many forms of injustice and prejudice in their
own world. President Trump’s threat to the rights of nonwhite people also teaches
everyone that hard-won rights are never secure.

The kind of international dialogue that takes place in our classrooms is
invaluable to our own students. But as scholars of American history in Japan, we
can offer new insights and perspectives to benefit American teachers and students
as well. For instance, the episode brought to light by Donald Keene, in which
Ulysses Grant advised Emperor Meiji in 1877 to avoid wars by all means, could
add nuance to Americans’ picture of Grant as purely a warrior. The difficulty we
face in conducting research on the United States in Japan can become an
advantage if we make the most of our outsider position to enrich both our own
understanding and the interpretation of American history.

#oH 201946 A 2H(H)

ZERTDER R4 « Workshop
WORKSHOP A : Walled Worlds: Sovereignty, Nationalism
and Globalization: JAAS-ASA-OAH Collaborative Workshop

9:15~11: 45 G201
F]£: Yuko MATSUMOTO IAAIL+ (JAAS/University 19 K%2)

i Go OYAGI KJ\AZE (JAAS/Kinjo Gakuin University 432 5EK5)

The current political moment in the US is one of xenophobia. Within his 100 days
President Trump aimed to push through legislation to ban travel from several
designated “enemy” states, erect a wall along the US-Mexico border, and expand
the deportation powers of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). At the
same time, the Trump administration’s rhetoric and actions have emboldened
perpetrators of hate speech and violence who feel their attacks are now justified on
people of color and non-Protestant religious groups. And yet within this prevalent
formation and vision of a physically and psychically walled-in state, we also live in
an era when dreamers and ever more flexible citizens expand our notion of what a
transnational America looks like. The expansion of international migration —
supported by formal structures within the government apparatus along with
globalization of the American economy and labor pool — requires more fluid
borders and access to protections often only granted to fully-recognized citizens.

21



With a focus on the current socio-political moment, what does it mean to consider
the US as a transnational state, at a moment when it appears to be inward looking
and hostile to open borders? How have political elites obscured the impact of global
capitalism (e.g. neo-liberalism, free trade, international finance, etc.) by
scapegoating marginalized populations and simultaneously requiring their labor,
both inside and outside of the nation-state? What role does the internet, especially
social media, play in both supporting and subverting isolationist movements
throughout the world? How have other forms of protest (marches, petitions, voter
registration drives, lawsuits, etc.) contributed to the articulation of a more
inclusive American body politic.

“Rethinking the Polycentric Transpacific in the Age of Trump’s Walled
America”

William NESSLY (ASA/West Chester University)

As in American studies, the transnational turn in Asian American studies has expanded our
field’s traditional focus on the experiences of Asian Americans within a US national frame,
which primarily emphasized immigrant narratives and the struggle for political and cultural
acceptance. Yet even as they have expanded their focus beyond the US borders, Asian
Americanists have often limited their studies to the profound impact of US interventions in Asia
and the consequences of those interventions for US-based Asians and Asian Americans. This
approach often counterposes the projection of US power abroad to a monolithically conceived
Asia that resists and reacts to US power, reinforcing a US-centric perspective that even risks
constructing US imperial power as inevitable.

In the Age of Trump, the President’s administration and its supporters and critics have
reconceived the US as an insular state, inward looking and “walled,” newly reengaged with
race-based exclusion and racialized enforcement within its borders. A transnationally informed
critical response to the Age of Trump might focus narrowly on access, immigration policy, and
the exchanges, interactions, and processes of globalization that continue in the transpacific. Yet
it is as important as ever to sustain a critique that is both/and: both a sharp critique of the effects
of the insular and anti-immigrant policies of the US and an incisive critique of a transnational
paradigm that overlooks intra-Asian histories and conflict and positions “Asia” as homogeneous
and merely reactive to the US. The transpacific is a polycentric site, not an exclusively
US-centric one, and Asia is not homogeneous in its responses, in the ways it is affected, in its
history with the US, and in the power it exerts. By foregrounding intra-Asian contexts that
decenter the US, one can challenge the insularity of Trump’s Walled America without adopting
its “America first” or “America-centric”’ global paradigm.
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“The Excludables: Indefinite Detention of Mariel Cuban Refugees and the
Longest Prison Uprising in US History”
Elliott YOUNG (OAH/Lewis and Clark College)

The longest lasting prison takeover in the United States began in November 1987
with Cuban detainees in an Oakdale, Louisiana detention center and quickly
spread to Atlanta Federal Penitentiary. In 1980, over 120,000 Cubans fled the
island in a boatlift that would dramatically alter US immigration detention
practices. Most of the detainees were processed within a few months and paroled
into the US where they could apply for legal residency. However, a smaller group
of 1300 were found to be excludable because of their criminal records in Cuba or
because they were judged mentally unstable. By 1987, there were several
thousand Cubans still languishing in federal prisons on indefinite sentences
because they were deemed too dangerous to be allowed into the US, or had
committed crimes while in the US, and, they could not be deported back to Cuba.
In November 1987, after hearing the news that Castro had agreed to accept all of
the Cuban detainees back, over 1000 of them seized the detention center at
Oakdale, took several dozen guards and prison employees as hostages, burned
buildings and demanded not be deported to Cuba. A few days later, over 1000
Cuban detainees seized the Atlanta Federal Penitentiary, taking nearly 100
hostages. The Cuban detainees complained that their indefinite detention was
inhumane and they demanded individual hearings to review their cases. After two
weeks, both the Oakdale and Atlanta occupations ended after Attorney General
Meese agreed to a moratorium on deportations and individual reviews of their
cases. Although the detainees had burned several buildings, resulting in millions
of dollars in property damage, only one Cuban detainee was Kkilled by a
sharpshooter in Atlanta, and all of the hostages were released unharmed. In the
end, the longest prison uprising was also the most non-violent one. These
uprisings were the birth of the modern-day conflation of the criminal and the
illegal alien, and they led to the massive expansion of the Immigration and
Naturalization Services’ infrastructure to be able to lock up tens of thousands of
Immigrants.

“King Memorials and Confederate Monuments: The Battle over the American
Landscape”

Renee ROMANO (OAH/Oberlin College)
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Since 2015, the American commemorative landscape has become a pitched
battlefield, with protestors demanding the removal of statues and monuments
honoring the Confederacy and the “Lost Cause” myth of the Civil War. Yet the
fight over the more than seven hundred Confederate monuments and other
symbols of the Lost Cause is part of a much longer story. Public space has long
been used to assert a subordinate position for African Americans in American
political and civic life, and black activists have sought ways to contest their
symbolic exclusion from American civic memory since the end of the Civil War.
This paper argues that the recent movement to remove Confederate monuments
can be understood as an effort to further the work—and overcome the
limitations—of previous activism aimed at confronting the racial hierarchies
represented in American public space. In particular, it focuses on the many efforts
to commemorate the civil rights struggle of the 1950s and 1960s and highlights
the challenges of using civil rights memory to undermine the political power of
white supremacist symbols. I argue that the current controversy over Confederate
monuments reflects a logical next step in asserting full and meaningful
membership of black Americans in the American body politic and reflects the
urgency of confronting the history of white domination written into the American
landscape.

“Transcultural Entanglements in the Pacific World: War, Memory, and the
Geopolitics of Humanitarianism”
Yoshiya MAKITA #tH#Et (JAAS/ Ritsumeikan University 37 RK52)

This paper examines ideological politics of humanitarianism in the early twentieth
century through an analysis of humanitarian initiatives introduced by the
American and Japanese Red Cross societies in the Asia Pacific. Since its formal
incorporation in 1886, the Japanese Red Cross had fast developed its
administrative structure as a medical unit integral to the Japanese military.
Under the imperial patronage, the Japanese Red Cross grew rapidly to the world’s
largest Red Cross body with a membership of 1,397,344 in 1907. Meanwhile, the
outbreak of the First World War gave an enormous momentum to the growth of
the American Red Cross, which skyrocketed its membership from about 22,500 in
1915 up to 20,390,173 in 1918, overtaking the Japanese Red Cross in
organizational size. The striking growth of the Red Cross organizations on both
sides of the North Pacific triggered geopolitical cataclysm in the international Red
Cross movement. Departing from the previous Euro-oriented historiography on
the early Red Cross movement, this paper examines ideological politics of
humanitarianism through an analysis of the restless expansion of American and
Japanese Red Cross enterprises in the Asia Pacific. After the devastation of the
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First World War, Red Cross humanitarians extended their field of activities from
wartime to peacetime programs by launching the League of Red Cross Societies as
an international health organization. Under the guidance of the league, the
American and Japanese Red Cross societies initiated healthcare campaigns in
Asia, promoting the standardization of public health measures in their colonial
territories. This paper argues that behind these initiatives lay ideological
contestation over the notion of humanitarianism. In the face of rising demands for
national self-determination in postwar Asia, American and Japanese colonizers
used Red Cross healthcare programs to reshape their colonial rule, replacing overt
violence with subtle intervention into colonial lives in the name of humanitarian
aid. Colonized Asians tactfully appropriated Western ideals of humanitarianism
on their part, utilizing their own Red Cross societies to claim sovereignty over
humanitarian issues in their countries. By focusing on the transnational
circulation of humanitarian ideals, practice, and institution in the Asia Pacific,
this paper illustrates an ideological metamorphosis of Red Cross
humanitarianism.
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WORKSHOP B: Walled Worlds: Sovereignty, Nationalism and

Globalization: JAAS-ASA-ASAK Collaborative Workshop
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ff: Yukari KATO WA Ak (JAAS/BEEEZZARY:  Keio University)

The current political moment in the US is one of xenophobia. Within his 100 days
President Trump aimed to push through legislation to ban travel from several
designated “enemy” states, erect a wall along the US-Mexico border, and expand
the deportation powers of Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). At the
same time, the Trump administration’s rhetoric and actions have emboldened
perpetrators of hate speech and violence who feel their attacks are now justified on
people of color and non-Protestant religious groups. And yet within this prevalent
formation and vision of a physically and psychically walled-in state, we also live in
an era when dreamers and ever more flexible citizens expand our notion of what a
transnational America looks like. The expansion of international migration —
supported by formal structures within the government apparatus along with
globalization of the American economy and labor pool — requires more fluid
borders and access to protections often only granted to fully-recognized citizens.
With a focus on the current socio-political moment, what does it mean to consider
the US as a transnational state, at a moment when it appears to be inward looking
and hostile to open borders? How have political elites obscured the impact of global
capitalism (e.g. neo-liberalism, free trade, international finance, etc.) by
scapegoating marginalized populations and simultaneously requiring their labor,
both inside and outside of the nation-state? What role does the internet, especially
social media, play in both supporting and subverting isolationist movements
throughout the world? How have other forms of protest (marches, petitions, voter
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registration drives, lawsuits, etc.) contributed to the articulation of a more
inclusive American body politic.

“Modeling Precarity, Solidarity, and Radical Uncertainty: Karen Tei
Yamashita’s Letters to Memory”
Jolie SHEFFER (ASA/Bowling Green State University)

Completed in the wake of Donald Trump’s election, Karen Tei Yamashita’s memoir
Letters to Memory (2017) demonstrates cyclical patterns of nation- or state-based
mjustice throughout ancient and modern history, demonstrating what Judith Butler describes
as the “precarity” produced by governmentality. In this paper, I read Yamashita’s memoir
as modeling various forms of queer resistance to precarity, both formally and
thematically. As Jack Halberstam writes in 7he Queer Art of Failure (2011),
“Under certain circumstances, failing, losing, forgetting, unmaking, undoing, unbecoming,
not knowing may in fact offer more creative, more cooperative, more surprising ways of
being in the world” (Queer Art of Failure, 2). L¢Mis a familial memoir about Japanese
internment told indirectly, repetitively, and recursively through letters directed to
modern-day versions of Homer (poet of the Iliad), Ishi (the last Yahi Indian in
California), Vyasa (author of the Mahabarata), Ananda (disciple of the Buddha),
and Qohelet (author of Ecclesiastes). Yamashita thus models resistance through
her rejection of narrative cohesion and temporal progression; each section of LtM
opens with a letter to a different muse from another historical era and
philosophical context, which reframes the conversation and creates new analogies
between individual historical moments and ongoing precarity.

Simultaneously, the memoir serially identifies moments of possibility where
inter-racial identification might have led to meaningful coalition-building. I
consider how Yamashita models the fragility of solidarity by dilating on these
moments of uncertainty as radical potentiality. She repeatedly circles political
forks in the road, guiding readers to reconsider the choices we make and their
relationship both to history and futurity. By placing U.S. history in the context of
millennia of transnational contact, as well as the eternal present of wall-building
and resistance, I hope to provide a vital contribution to the theme “Transnational
America: Past, Present, and Future” and to the 2019 conference theme, “Walled Worlds:
Sovereignty, Nationalism and Globalization.”

“Ideological Witch Hunt and Racial/Artistic Censorship in the 1950s:
Case of Paul Robeson, African American Artist”
Jungman PARK (ASAK/Hankuk University of Foreign Studies)
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The 1950s was a period of ‘Great Expectations’ for the United States, both
politically and economically. Faced with a new phase of the world order called the
Cold War, the US replaced the glory and position of the United Kingdom in the
past and emerged as the real representative and power of the liberal democratic
camp. In addition, the US of the time was filled with great expectations for the
economy. For instance, the 1950s was one of the longest periods of sustained
economic growth in the US history. Among the US citizens was accordingly a
growing sense of pride, self-esteem, and positive sentiments that they ‘are’ and
‘should be’ the members of the world’s strongest and wealthiest nation. The 1950s
is remembered as one of the best of times in American history. Meanwhile, this
decade was the worst time for an American citizen. Paul Robeson (1898-1976), an
American artist, lawyer, star athlete, and social activist, was also a talented singer
and actor. He was the first professional concert singer in history to use Black
spirituals. Robeson was the first major African American actor to play the role of
Othello, the tragic Moor in Shakespeare’s play. In the 1950s, this popular actor
met a reversal of fate in the face of anti-communist political mood and public
sentiment represented by McCarthyism. The ‘American’ celebrity was classified as
an ‘un-American’ reactionary and his passport was cancelled. What happened to
him? This presentation examines the case of racial and artistic censorship brought
by American political ideology in the 1950s, focusing on the personal history of
African American artist Paul Robeson.

“Routes to Internment: Disrupting Postcolonial politics in Karen Tei

Yamashita’s works”
Rie MAKINO #87# 9% (JAAS/H A K. Nihon University)

In her recent memoir, Letters to Memory (2017), Karen Tei Yamashita explores
the Japanese American internment during WWIIL. Yamashita was born in the
early 1950s, in a period when many Americans were silent on this history, and she
did not hear anything about this even directly from her parents. Yamashita
therefore creates an internment discourse by adopting what Marianne Hirsch
calls postmemory, tracing back history through letters, pictures, and legal
documents created by her family during the war. She uses other texts as well, such
as the anthropological studies 7he Chrysanthemum and the Sword (1946) by Ruth
Benedict and Zshi in Two Worlds (1961) by Theodora Kroeber. Her approach,
rooted in these texts and family documents, reveals a unique perspective on Japan,
especially i1ts imperialism and colonialism, which disrupt the postcolonial
representation of Japan that so commonly appears within the framework of
American ethnic literature.
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This paper focuses on Yamashita’s unique perspective on internment and its
association, developing the idea of routes, a concept that James Clifford coins in
his anthropological research. Unlike the vertical, chronological concept of roots,
Yamashita relies on horizontal interactions—the routes—of a Japanese American
subject. My argument focuses on how the internment discourse intersects with
other historical and literary narratives, which shed light on multiple aspects of the
reality of Japan during WWIIL. I address interment in its physical and
psychological transmobility, grounded in Yamashita’s first work and short story,
“The Bath,” her second historical novel Brazil-Maru, her postmodern masterpiece
Tropic of Orange, and Letters to Memory. This paper also develops a consideration
of Yamashita’s keynote lecture, Call Me Ishimaru, delivered at the Tenth
International Melville Conference held in Tokyo, 2015. Although “The Bath” and
Brazil-Maru do not directly refer to internment, Yamashita, nevertheless,
presents the routes that reveal her unique diasporic perspective on internment.
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8<> E Contingent Citizenship: Has the Korematsu Decision Been

Overturned ?

14:00-16:30 G403
Fl%: Yoko MURAKAWA FJIIJE ¥ (Keiai University #55 K52)

:

[#5] This session will address the historical and contemporary significance of
the Korematsu case—the original decision upholding the Japanese American
incarceration in 1944 and the coram nobis decision successfully reopening the case in
1983—paying special attention to its continuing relevance after the recent U.S.
Supreme Court decision in Hawaii v. Trump upholding President Trump’s ban on
travelers from several Muslim majority nations. In that case, the Court purported to
overrule the original Korematsu decision, saying it was “gravely wrong.”

The original Korematsu v. United States case itself has been called one of the
darkest chapters in the history of the Supreme Court.” In it, the Supreme Court
upheld the constitutionality of the military orders that led to the mass incarceration of
Japanese Americans, saying it was required by “military necessity.” The coram nobis
40 years later vacated Korematsu’s conviction for violating military orders on proof
that the World War II government suppressed, altered, and destroyed material
evidence that showed there was no military necessity for its actions. However, the
Supreme Court Korematsu decision remained intact, and, for decades, it has had
frightening relevance in the national dialog around civil rights, including as a visible
example of the cost of prejudice, ignorance, and fear and the danger when courts fail to
protect vulnerable communities, especially during times of perceived crisis.

In the travel ban case of Hawaii v Trump, the U.S. Supreme Court said it was
repudiating the Korematsu case. While, on the surface, this may seem cause for
celebration, it is not. In the words of dissenting Justice Sotomayor, it “merely replaces
one ‘gravely wrong’ decision with another.”

In a broader sense, we will focus on the civil liberties of vulnerable minorities in
times of “crisis.” What is the continuing significance of Korematsu to Japanese
Americans? To the legal society and to the general American society.? In which
direction is this nation heading? These are important questions, especially now when
we are witnessing American civil society and democratic institutions being tested and
seemingly moved backward on human rights both at home and abroad.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in Korematsu v. United Stateshas been a
powerful symbol in the national dialog on issues of civil rights, especially during times of
perceived crisis. While most have condemned the case as validating a blatant racial
discrimination, there have beenthose who have embraced it as precedent for
compromising civil liberties in the name of national security. Thus, it was somewhat
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surprising when the Supreme Court in the travel ban case repudiated Korematsu. What
does it mean that the Court repudiated Korematsu? Prof. Bannai takes on this
question.

Prof. Yamakura will talk about Japanese American Citizenship during the
Wartime in Historical Perspective. As Rogers Smith argued, American citizenship
has always been an intellectually puzzling, legally confusing, and politically
charged and contested status. He will refer to a few important cases like Mexican
Americans, African Americans, and Puerto Ricans, to emphasize how “contingent”
Japanese American citizenship was especially during the United States-Japanese
war.

Prof. Izumi looks at how Korematsuhad been cited as a “bad” legal precedent in
the postwar period, but had continued to provide a justification to pass laws or uphold
Executive Orders that are repressive of civil liberties.

Professor Murakawa will talk about what the Redress Movement and the Korematsu
decisions left unsolved. Even after the formal apologies, the monetary compensation, and
the reversed acquittal, the package of “wartime” measures used against both Japanese
legal residents in the U.S. and ethnically Japanese American citizens to ensure “national
security” ---from curfews to forced relocation, incarceration, denaturalization and
“repatriation” — have not been ruled unconstitutional. This is the backdrop to the recent
Supreme Court travel ban decision.

“Repudiated in Words, but Not in Deed: The Meaning and Dangerous
Continuing Relevance of Korematsu v. United States’
Lorraine BANNAI (Seattle University)

During World War II, in the infamous U.S. Supreme Court case of Korematsu v.
United States, the Court upheld the forced removal of 120,000 persons of Japanese
ancestry from the West Coast; two-thirds of those imprisoned were American
citizens. Decades later, in the early 1980s, Mr. Korematsu brought a coram nobis
action to reopen his case and cleared his name based on proof that the government
had suppressed, altered, and destroyed material evidence while it was arguing his
case to the WWII Supreme Court; however, because Mr. Korematsu prevailed in
the lower court, his coram nobis case never reached the Supreme Court itself. On
June 26, 2018, in 7rump v. Hawaii, a decision that has received wide
condemnation, the Supreme Court purported to overrule Korematsuat the same
time it upheld a ban on travel to the U.S. from mainly Muslim-majority
countries.

Professor Bannai will discuss the Korematsu case; explore the question of what,
if anything, the 7rump v. Hawaii Court overruled when it purported to
overrule Korematsu, and assert that, whatever the Court did, it did not overrule
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the most dangerous principle Korematsu represents: the principle that courts
have an exceedingly limited role, and should defer to the government, in reviewing
government actions claimed to be justified by national security, even if those
actions may be based on discriminatory animus against vulnerable
communities. Her remarks will address the toxic mix of ignorance, prejudice, and
fear that led to the wartime incarceration; the Korematsu case and its reopening
in the coram nobis proceedings; how the Court in 7Trump v. Hawaii resurrected,
rather than buried, Korematsu; the essential role of the courts as a check on the
exercise of government power; and the continued relevance of these lessons with
respect to the treatment of other marginalized groups outside the national security
context. During her remarks, she will address how Korematsu continues to stand
as a stark reminder of the need for the supremacy of the rule of law to ensure that
the incidents of citizenship and personhood are equal, not contingent.

“Selective Remembering of the Past and (Almost Willful) Misreading of
History”
Akihiro YAMAKURA [L8#% (Tenri University KEE K52

“History,” as historian Eric Foner argues, “is what the present chooses to
remember about the past.” If you say someone has a selective memory, you
disapprove of the fact that they remember certain facts about something and
deliberately forget others, often because it is convenient for them to do so.
Selectively remembering of the past, therefore, can lead to deliberate misreading
of history, and it is what happened in the Supreme Court case of 7rump v. Hawaii,
whose plaintiff has abused birthright citizenship of non-white Americans and
human rights of non-citizen residents, just as the Federal government did to the
people of Japanese ancestry in the mid-1940s.

Perhaps, the first business of discussing 7rump v. Hawaii should be how we
refer to the President’s policy that triggered the litigation. I would rather refer to
the policy as “Muslim ban” than “travel ban,” following the suggestion by law
expert Shoba Sivaprasad Wadhia. It is one way of accurately remembering the
past.

“Travel ban” is a euphemism of the President’s policy motivated by anti-Muslim
animus; we are familiar with lots of euphemistic expressions like “evacuation,”
” “non-aliens (meaning U.S. citizens of Japanese ancestry),
which have been frequently used to discuss the wartime removal and

“relocation centers,

incarceration of Japanese Americans.

Despite the chief justice’s evasion of seeing the Muslim ban as it actually is,
President Trump honestly and inadvertently approved Frankly Roosevelt’s
Executive Order, which led to the forced removal and incarceration in the 1940s
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and triggered the litigations by four Japanese American citizens including Fred
Korematsu.

Associate Justice Sotomayor, in her dissent to Justice Robert’s majority opinion,
took notice of President Trump’s motives behind Muslim ban and the historical
parallels between Korematsu v. United States and Trump v. Hawaii. Justice
Roberts preempted the dissent by declaring that “Korematsu had nothing to do
with this case.” The parallels do not stop here. What is the most striking in the
parallels is the attack on the citizenship of the non-white American citizens and
official harassment toward non-citizen residents. The target of President Trump’s
nativist and exclusionist rhetoric and edicts have been Mexicans immigrants,
refugees, and Muslims, who are all non-white. The Japanese Americans in the
1940s had shared the same fate. Scott McLemme, the Intellectual Affairs
columnist for /nside Higher Ed., observes that “how little has been added to the
stock of anti-immigrant rhetoric over the past century.”

“Remembering is Not Enough: Continuing Misconstruction of Japanese
American Exclusion Cases as Legal Precedents”
Masumi IZUMI FiiRE# (Doshisha University [FldflAK5)

This paper analyzes how the three Supreme Court cases, Hirabayashi v. U.S,
Korematsu v. U.S., and Ex Parte Endo, together upheld the wartime military
exclusion orders based on an ethnic affiliation and ancestry, expanding the
executive power in preparation for the age of national insecurity. I decode the
complex ways in which the court upheld the constitutionality of such orders, and
elucidate how Japanese American internment later functioned as a problematic
precedent for the governments’ extended war power, focusing on the passage of the
Emergency Detention Act (1950) and the Non-Detention Act (1971), and the
Supreme Court decision on Trump v. Hawaii (2018).

The paper elucidates how the Hirabayashi and Korematsu decisions placed
Nisei — birthright American citizens of Japanese ancestry — outside the discursive
American citizenry to uphold the military decisions which the court found difficult
to uphold. The logic the Supreme Court used, which attributed the military’s
suspicion towards Japanese American loyalty to cultural traits of ethnic Japanese,
was an example of “differential racism,” or “neo-racism,” a concept proposed by
Etienne Balibar that explains how race works in the era in which overt racism is no
longer considered acceptable. The Endo decision, even though it freed Japanese
Americans from incarceration, was even more problematic because the court
ordered the termination of Japanese American incarceration on the basis of
Mitsuye Endo’s loyalty to the United States. World War II marked a watershed
moment when overt racism lost its legitimacy at least at the federal level, and the
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Japanese American incarceration was crucial as it shifted the discursive boundary
between citizens and non-citizens from one’s legal status to cultural affiliation, and
then to one’s loyalty to the nation.

The paper then looks at how these cases affected the passage of the Emergency
Detention Act, which legitimated detention on suspected disloyalty, and the
passage of the Non-Detention Act, which not only repealed the Emergency
Detention Act but prohibited the construction of concentration camps. In both cases,
the historical memory of Japanese American incarceration played a key role. Then
the paper briefly discusses 7rump v. Hawaii, which upheld the executive power for
the so-called “Muslim ban” but repudiated the Korematsu decision. I show how the
Japanese American incarceration as a historical episode continues to be used in
order to uphold the executive power restricting civil liberties of individuals in times
of insecurity, while the episode itself is clearly conceived as a tragic wartime
“mistake.”

“Serving Justice?: Pre-War Planning to Deny the Rights of
Japanese-American Citizens”

Yoko MURAKAWA #1)11jE+

The Supreme Court’s infamous 1944 decision in Korematsuv. United States, which
upheld the constitutionality of the incarceration of Japanese American citizens during
the war, was not overturned when Korematsu’s conviction was invalidated in the
Coram nobis decision of 1983. Based on the legal doctrine of stare decisis, the 1944
decision continued to be cited in court opinions, particularly after the 9.11 attacks. The
U.S. government’s wartime treatment of Japanese American citizens, including not
only mass incarceration but also citizenship renunciation and deportation, have not
been legally invalidated, despite official apologies by the President and U.S. Congress.
This paper attempts to  explain the reasons for this paradox.

I have discovered documentary evidence of national security planning at the
Department of Justice (DOJ) dating to the early 1940s, including plans for
denationalization of “enemy citizens.” Discussions related to “forfeiture” of citizenship
by Japanese American natural born citizens can be seen as early as January 1941 and
led ultimately to the Renunciation Act of 1944. The DOJ had already established a
denaturalization program for German American naturalized citizens based on
supposed fraud in their applications for naturalization.

In the established historiography, high ranking officials in the DOJ have been
cast as “powerless losers of good intentions,” while the President and Department
of War have been scapegoated for spearheading the incarceration policy. In
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postwar interviews, James Rowe, Solicitor General in the DOJ at the time, stated,
“We were somewhat naive. I assumed a department planning a war...would be too
damn busy to horse around with this kind of thing, evacuation.” The DOdJ
apparently accepted that the evacuation of U.S. citizens without charge would be
unconstitutional but did nothing to deter Roosevelt and Secretary of War Stimson
from issuing and implementing Executive Order 9066.

The government brief for the Korematsu decision was prepared in the DOJ’s
Alien Enemy Control Unit. In postwar interviews Edward Ennis, Director of this
unit during the war, said, “...when the program was challenged in the courts...the
Department of Justice as the attorneys in court for other branches ... defended the
action which, as a matter of policy, we opposed.”

In order to explain this puzzling statement, my hypothesis is that the DOJ did
not oppose the “evacuation” policy, applied at one particular period of time to one
particular ethnic minority, as it gave them the chance to start their own program
to establish a comprehensive national security program for future use.
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