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“Comparative Empire and the Making of the Pacific World I: Ways of Encounters”
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Taihei Okada (JAAS, Seikei University) “Competing Histories: History Education under U.S.
Colonialism in the Philippines”
Commentators: Sangjun Jeong (ASAK President, Seoul National University)
Catherine Ceniza Choy (OAH, UC Berkeley)
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“Comparative Empire and the Making of the Pacific World II: Views from the Other Shore”
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Memory and Legacy of War from the Margin”
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Empire in Nineteenth- and Twentieth-Century Hawai‘i”
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“Revisiting India’s Quest for Independence
Through a Transatlantic Dialogue: The
Indian Diaspora’s Challenge to The Em-
pire in the United States”

BHATTE Pallavi (5U#BKR%)

This paper gives voice to the East Indian quest for
Independence in the US in the first three decades of the
twentieth century. March 1913 witnessed the establish-
ment of the Ghadr Party in San Francisco whose activities
championed the cause of freedom for their homeland. This
paper specifically looks at how the Ghadrite ‘long-distance’
struggle not only propagated their ideology but also

A <7

AV AEE)

<9ﬁ30ﬁ~42ﬁ00ﬁ >

CIESI O S G NS

AAvT—5— FBHXT (KBRS
provided a political foundation for the immigrant Indians as
an ethnic minority in the US. In their endeavor, the revo-
lutionary transnational Indians organized and mobilized
people, promoted cultural ties in the transnational space,
forged collaborations with Irish American nationalists as
well as German agents who provided support in the form of
While

framing the history of the Indian Independence movement,

arms, financial assistance, and strategic advice.

Indian scholars although inclusive in recognizing the efforts
of revolutionaries abroad, do so with an India centric frame-
work. American scholar Giles T. Brown viewed the Hindu-
German conspiracy limited his study to its occurrence and
aftermath. Although borrowing an international space,
Mark Juergensmeyer and Joan Jensen alike adopt a “conti-
nental” framework within the locus of area studies. While
highlighting the importance of the study from the perspec-
tive of the history of Asian Indians in the US as an ethnic
minority, ultimately narrows down the focus. Having said
that the Asian Indians were transnational in nature, scru-
tiny of the Indian independence movement established
from an international perspective confines the understand-
ing of the subject from the situation in India with that of the
US, or the activities in North America in relation to the
“national” German interests. As far as I know, no previous
study has attempted to exploit the research data from a
transnational perspective. This study therefore will invite
further discussion about how other independence move-

ments can be viewed under a transnational framework.
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“Biophobia: Fear of Life in the Age of Biotechnology”

Priscilla Wald
(ASA President, Duke University)

In his journalistic account of life in the wake of the atom bomb, Hiroshima, John Hersey describes a survivor’s
sense of the uncanniness of one life form evidently thriving amidst the untold destruction: “Over everything up
through the wreckage of the city, in gutters, along the river banks, tangled among tiles and tin roofing, climbing on
charred tree trunks was a blanket of fresh, vivid, lush, optimistic green.... The bomb had not only left the under-
ground organs of plants intact; it had stimulated them.” The uncanniness of the thriving vegetation comes most ex-
plicitly from its stark contrast with the devastation of the city—the fauna and the built environment—but the
survivor’s “creepy” feeling in the face of the hyper-productive vegetation also offers insight into rapid conceptual
transformations accelerated by the war (including, but not limited to, nuclear warfare) and the anxieties generated
by those changes.

Beginning with the scene from Hersey, this talk will consider the proliferation of depictions of botanical dangers
in the post-war period. “Biophobia” will place that proliferation in the context of challenges to the idea of the
human and its relation to “nature,” which emerged from the technological and scientific innovations accelerated by
the war and the social and political thought that sought to come to terms with its particular atrocities. While such
areas as cybernetics, robotics, neuro-psychology, and genetics challenged biological assumptions about the idea of
the human, political theorists including Hannah Arendt and Frantz Fanon argued for the need for new accounts of
the human that could more effectively anticipate and challenge the inequities that relied on and reproduced the
strategies of dehumanization that had been so central to the specific atrocities of the war and the broader injustices
of colonization.

This talk will suggest that the challenges to the human, which accompanied a geopolitical shift from an East/West
to a North/South global configuration, profoundly unsettled the most basic assumptions about life in the global
North. The challenges revealed, as Arendt points out, a deep alienation from “nature” that formed the basis of the
geopolitics and the social structures that sustained global interactions. The emergence of biotechnology has signifi-
cantly exacerbated that alienation, bringing it increasingly into public consciousness. The botanical anxieties evi-
dent in such science fiction works as Christopher Nyby’s and Howard Hawks’s 1951 film The Thing from Another
World (recently remade), as well as the oft-told tales of The Day of the Triffids, The Invasion of the Body Snatchers,
and The Manchurian Candidate, in their many incarnations offer insight into the nature of the challenges and the
attendant social, geopolitical, and biotechnological transformations. They manifest the connections between the
fear of plants and the larger fear of unchecked reproduction and its relation to the conceptual ties between theories
of nature and of the human against the backdrop of geopolitics and biotechnology.

“Biophobia” will also address the particular relevance of these insights to the field of American Studies, which
has significant roots—in both the US and Japan—in the post-war period and, as will be argued, in relation to the

emergence of biotechnology as big business.



“The Politicization of the Slavery Issue in the Early Republic”

Eisaku KIHIRA
(President, Japanese Association of American Studies)

In October, 1858, Senator William Seward condemned the American slavery seriously and proposed that the
newly born Republican Party should aim for its whole extermination in the United States. That was later called “the
irrepressible conflict” address, which challenged the Republican Party to take decisive stance against American
slavery. The Republican Party leaders including him did not, however, considered until the late Civil War that the
Federal Government had the constitutional rights to outlaw slavery established as legal institutions in southern
states. Certainly, in his “irrepressible conflict” address, Seward defined the constitutional system of the United
States as a confederation of states as well. His basic political understanding with the federal system seems to be
worthy of reexamination in a context of politics of slavery leading to the Civil War.

American scholars usually assume that the American political discussions in antebellum period unfolded them-
selves on the basic conflict between state-rights unionism and organic nationalism as the opposed political ideolo-
gies, as historian Charles Sellers described in his great work, Market Revolution. This interpretation has sufficient
persuasion in considering a chain of long-term political and social conflicts in relations with the policies proposed
by National Republicans in the 1820s, so-called “the American System”, I am sure. At the same time, this assump-
tion has a little difficulty in explaining why Seward requested as indispensable for American Constitutionalism the
cooperation between states and Federal Government for dealing with the slavery issue even just before the Civil
War.

Well known, Seward was a prominent nationalist in the mid-nineteenth century America to the extent that he in-
sisted in the indivisibility of the United States so much as calling his country as “one nation”. However, he and the
leaders of the Whig Party also supposed the US Constitutional system as a confederacy recognizing state-rights at
the maximum, if not the sovereign states. The conceptual organic nationalism Sellers categorized, for example,
through address by Daniel Webster in 1830, might be the idea contending for the unity and integrity of federal sys-
tem at the same time of respecting state-rights fundamentally, never denying them. Additionally, through the
antebellum period until the early 1850s, we could ascertain even the institutional logic for compromising without
a break both the Whig arguments with stress on federal power and the state-rights arguments by Democratic Party.
On basis of such state-rights, in other words, slavery was then the legal institution to be protected while it was one
of the important labor systems in the United States. From the fact did result the historical reality that the slavery
issue was always evaded in the serious arguments in Congress for almost thirty years. It appeared as if the slavery
as a political issue was kept covered in Congress for a long time.

In this address, I first refer to any political dynamics of how the slavery issue was kept covered in federal politics
for such a long time. I will then describe the political process with several moments in which slavery issue came
again to political arguments in Congress after its twenty-year covering.
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“Comparative Empire and the Making of the

Pacific World I: Ways of Encounters”
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Chair:

Satoshi Nakano (JAAS, Hitotsubashi University)

Commentator: Sangjun Jeong (ASAK President, Seoul National University)

“When ‘School Begins’: Empire, Education, and

Rights in the Philippines and Hawai‘i
Meg Wesling (ASA, University of California, San Diego)

This paper contributes to the conference theme, “Comp-
arative Empire and the Making of the Pacific World” by of-
fering a comparative view of the U.S. colonial projects in
Hawaii and the Philippines after 1898. More specifically, it
focuses on the obsession, visible on the part of colonial ad-
ministrators, political cartoonists, elected legislators, and
others, with education as the powerful institution that
would offer both an efficacy of colonial management (ready
submission to the aims of the U.S.) and a legitimacy of co-
lonial purpose (marking the regime as benevolent rather
than despotic). The menacing promise is made manifest in
a number of contemporary political cartoons, such as this
one, entitled “School Begins,” in which four racialized fig-
ures representing the Philippines, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, and
Cuba, are seated in the front row of a one-room school
house, under the watchful eye of a threatening teacher,
Uncle Sam: http://library.kcc.hawaii.edu/~ soma/cartoons/
school.html

Using archival documents from colonial administrations
across the new U.S. empire in the Pacific, I explore the
ways in which the educational systems in each site were so
different; for example, the educational system in the
Philippines placed a strong emphasis on English language
and American literature, while the system in Hawaii fo-
cused on vocational training and manual education. Such
differences beg the question of how competing assumptions
about the racial, ethnic, and geographical makeup of each
site contributed to the particular character of each colonial
administration, as well as shaped public discussions in the
U.S. about the imagined future for each colonial site,
whether that future would include statehood, independ-
ence, or indefinite occupation. Finally, I trace how U.S. leg-
islators and colonial administrators imagined this new
Pacific empire and, in so doing, forged a new imperial

American identity that, in turn, significantly altered the

Catherine Ceniza Choy (OAH, UC Berkeley)

complex racial politics of American identity after 1900.

“Being in a Place, Not Being There’:
Suburban Imaginaries and Intersecting
Pacific Worlds in Chang-Rae Lee’s A
Gesture Life (1999)”

Seongho Yoon (ASAK, Hanyang University)

One of the results of mass migration and transnational
flows in a late capitalist, postcolonial, and transnational
world is an increasing uncertainty about the particularity of
a place. If cultural and geopolitical differences become
more and more “deterritorialized,” how can we retain a
sense of a local place and its particularity without resorting
to and reproducing defensive and reactionary logics of
space such as regressive nationalism, nostalgic recovering
of sanitized heritages and past, and worldwidely emerging
antagonistic policies toward immigrants and border
crossers?

While we are compelled to recognize the wider social re-
lations in a transnational world, transnationalization does
not merely entail homogenization and disruption of bounda-
ries to the extent that the relations are themselves geo-
graphically differentiated. More often than not, trans-
nationalization is yet another source of and the reprodu-
ction of geographical uneven development, and thus of the
uniqueness of distinct mixture of wider and more local so-
cial relations. This irony explains why some of us lay em-
phasis on salutary effects of “time-space compression,”
while others find in those effects a desperate need for a
strong sense of place and locality that die hard as a firm
footing in the middle of the feelings of vulnerability.

At this juncture, I caution with urgency against a whole-
sale embrace of the transnational/global/postnational spa-
tial. It destabilizes the fixity of “us” and “them” and opens
up a possibility of creating an alternative mode of existence.
Simultaneously, its potential possibility should be supple-
mented by ongoing negotiations with competing claims of

localized knowledges and variously situated subjects rather



than praise a pulverized indeterminate space for the un-
grounded playfulness of free-floating monads.

With such issues in mind, this paper seeks to examine
how the diasporic migration and the transnational flow of
capital, labor, and cultures give U.S. suburbs new faces,
bring about important tensions, and open up a national con-
text to transnational frames of reference by analyzing
Chang-Rae Lee’s A Gesture Life (1999) through the lens of
diasporic, suburban, and transnational imaginaries. As tra-
ditional suburban social geographies have been recently re-
shaped by a growing reliance upon transnational capital and
labor, the logic of suburban regions used to secure subur-
ban communities from urban ills has begun to become
blurred. What happens in historical white-flight suburbs
when immigrants become a significant presence there; how
does immigrants’ move transform social geographies of
suburban spaces; and, can one conceive of any pluralistic
integration across of a set of differences or do new patterns
of segregation emerge? All these questions serve as focal
points in my explicating in Lee’s A Gesture Life anxieties
and surreptitious desire for belonging under the surface of
complacent suburban life of a Korean-Japanese-American

retiree, “Doc” Hata.

“Competing Histories: History Education under
U.S. Colonialism in the Philippines”
Tathei Okada (JAAS, Seikei University)

There were two pillars of colonial discourse. First, the
Americans brought the “civic ideal” to the Philippines,
which was considered the sole overarching ideal for the
Filipinos to follow to modernize themselves. Second, there
was an effective “discourse of tutelage” where the
Americans were the indispensable agents who could turn
the Filipinos into modern citizens through public education
(a.k.a. colonial education).

In the surge of nationalist history from the late 1950’s to
the 1970’s, Filipino historians like Teodoro Agoncillo,
Renato Constantino and Cesar Majul radically reinterpreted
the meaning of the Philippine Revolution. These historians
were followed by scholars such as Onofre Corpuz, Resil
Mojares and Reynaldo Ileto. Despite their varied ap-
proaches and interpretations, each scholar laid bare differ-
ent aspects of this complex historical event. Through

modern constitutions, formal governmental structure and

educational program as depicted by Agoncillo, Majul and
Corpuz, the Revolution envisioned modern citizenship.
Through the masses as the chief constituency of the
Revolutionary forces as advocated by Constantino and ex-
pressions of essential equality among its members as em-
phasized by Ileto, this event captured the climactic
historical moment that opposed traditional elite structure in
the Philippine society.

The early American bureaucrats thought that public edu-
cation would fundamentally alter the social disparity within
the Philippine society and institute citizenship as basis of
equality. However, the Americans were the ones that in-
terrupted and destroyed the Revolution and stole its pro-
ject. They had to justify their own takeover. History as a
school subject provided a milieu where official history
clashed with the memories of the Revolution and folk his-
tory.

Seen from this perspective, I will examine the history
education at two levels. First, I will argue that the deploy-
ment of school subjects was very significant. History edu-
cation was no small matter in the colonial education. After
learning Geography from Grades III to VI, students were
taught Philippine History and Government at Grade VII and
High School 4th year while learning U.S. History and
Government and General History (history of the rest of the
world) in High School 1st, 2nd and 3rd years. I will exam-
ine what kind of world history was conceived and what po-
sitions the U.S. and the Philippines held in it. This analysis
will also examine how the idea of citizenship was inserted
into the historical discourse.

Second, I will look into the effect of the folk history upon
the official history. After the mid-1920’s, the Filipino
authors like Leandro Fernandez wrote textbooks for
Philippine History and Government. However, seen from
the present, those who wrote textbooks are relatively un-
known compared with someone like Teodoro Kalaw, who
wrote “The Philippine Revolution” in 1925, one of the fore-
runners of the nationalist history. This level of analysis
will hopefully illuminate the complexity of historical knowl-
edge as it was formed under colonialism.

In the end, this presentation will show the connections
between the “discourse of tutelage” and history making
and argue that this history making sustained the raison
d’étre of the colonial state just as national history provides

the foundation of a nation-state.
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“Interpreting Empire from Below: Memory
and Legacy of War from the Margin”

Chia Youyee Vang

(ASA, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee)

This paper interrogates discourses on memory and war
experiences of ethnic minorities in Laos from World War IT
through the Vietnam War era, and explores the extent to
which they have been incorporated into memorials in the
United States and in Laos. The ferocity and tenacity of the
U.S. war against the peoples of Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia generated the largest group of asylum-seekers in
U.S. history. During these turbulent times, thousands
were mobilized to collaborate with foreign invaders. Both
the United States and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam
(DRV), or North Vietnam, used Lao territory to support
their war efforts. Because of its eastern border with
Vietnam, American planes bombed the North Vietnamese
infiltration routes on Lao territory into South Vietnam for
nearly a decade, and the United States Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA) and United States Aid for International
Development (USAID) implemented top-secret operations
that involved ethnic minorities in numerous ways. The ex-
tent to which ethnic minorities understood the competing
political ideologies at the time remains controversial, but
the undisputable fact is that ethnic minority efforts sup-
ported the “secret war” in Laos for more than a decade.
The post-Vietnam War response to those who went into
exile in the United States suggests that Hmong, Khmu and
Mien ethnic minorities were not merely mercenaries.
During Vietnam War veteran events in some U.S. locations
with large refugee populations, their service is also recog-
nized. Ethnic minority veteran organizations have collabo-
rated with their American supporters to construct several
memorials for them. In the Laos context where ethnic mi-
norities represent about 30 percent of the country’s popula-
tion, ethnic solidarity is often publicly displayed. Post-war
National Day parade posters, stamps and currency include

some ethnic minority representations. A great deal of

Danielle McGuire (OAH, Wayne State University)

literature exists to demonstrate that how individuals and
groups imagine the nation and their place in it facilitate
their expression of pride. Through an examination of the
perspectives and actions of stateless ethnic minorities, this
essay argues that the extent to which ethnic minorities
perceive their inclusion and belonging in national communi-
ties fundamentally depend on states’ processes of incorpo-
ration of marginalized groups. Although often viewed as
marginal, the paper further argues that perspectives and ac-
tions of stateless ethnic minorities contribute to the shap-

ing of national narratives.

“Tomodachi, Rape, Agreement and Denial:
Hate Speech and the Making of the ‘Asia-
Pacific’”

Kosuzu Abe (JAAS, University of the Ryukyus)

On November 29th, 2011, Ryukyu Shinpo, one of the
Okinawan local newspapers scooped the top story, which
made the Okinawa Islands in an uproar.

It was the rapist remark made by Tanaka Satoshi, the
chief of the Okinawa Defense Bureau at that time.

He metaphorically spoke the forcible execution of an en-
vironmental assessment process for the construction of
U.S. military base as “rape”.

Immediately voices of rage were upraised from all the
factions in Okinawa, without any victims in a real sense.

This incident reminded Okinawan people of many other
cases in the past, the most recent one was “Operation
Tomodachi” named to the U.S. military operation coordi-
nated to joint relief activity of 3.11 earthquake, tsunami,
and nuclear crises in Japan.

It clearly sounded deceptive for Okinawan people be-
cause the appointed coordinator’s name was Kevin Maher,
ex-consul general of the U.S. in Okinawa who had been
known for many controversial remarks while he had been
in office.

And it happened right after he had been questioned in an-
other remark describing Okinawan people as “too lazy to



grow goya (bitter melon), immoral, and masters of manipu-
lation and deception,” etc.

Sakai Naoki wrote in his book about the U.S.-Japan rela-
tion that international love affair in the movie story depicts
the power politics of unilateral relation of these two states.
One of the important points is that in this world of allegory,
rape means a failure of building a relationship, so a man
(colonizer) try to gain or force an woman’s (colonized
one’s) agreement from herself, and at the same time, he
deny the self determination by the side of a woman.

Now, how can we criticize the rape remark of Japanese
bureaucrat of national defense office to Okinawa?

Many protesters have been pointing out the typical op-
pressive colonizer’s way of thinking that Japanese officials
have toward these southern islands where they occupied,
cutoff, then reverted again in their history.

Then I would like to add another perspective on it using
the criticism of Judith Butler appeared in her book of “Ex-
citable Speech”.

We can criticize this incident in a more discursive way if
we can see the rape remark as a hate speech of Japanese of-
ficial to Okinawa appeared in the complex constellation of
U.S.-Japan “Tomodachi” (deceptive meaning in this case)
relationship in the making of the ‘Asia-Pacific’.

And also we can critically think how the counter dis-
course from the side of Okinawa works.

“Pacific Waves: Tourism, Surfing, and

Empire in Nineteenth- and Twentieth-
Century Hawai‘i”

Scott Laderman

(OAH, University of Minnesota, Duluth)

While surfing was a pastime enjoyed for centuries in the
Polynesian islands — especially Hawai‘i — the sport nearly
disappeared following Hawaiians’ extensive nineteenth-
century contact with the West. The reasons are simple.
The Congregationalist missionaries who arrived after 1820

and came to dominate the islands’ political and social life

considered surfing sinful, for its male and female practitio-
ners often rode naked and wagered on their rides. At the
same time, surfing was so popular that whole villages
would remove to the beach when there were waves, failing
to show the necessary industriousness at a time when the
missionary class was attempting to instill in their heathen-
ish charges the value of hard work. This declensionist nar-
rative foregrounds “Pacific Waves,” which will examine
this missionary encounter as well as how, in the first dec-
ades of the twentieth century, surfing underwent a remark-
able transformation and revival. This was attributable, in
considerable part, to American empire-building. The sport
enjoyed a surge of popularity as developers sought both to
turn Waikiki into a beckoning paradise for the growing
number of Pacific tourists as well as Hawai‘i more broadly
into a crucial outpost of U.S. military power. No longer
considered a disreputable pastime of licentious natives,
surfing was used to sell Hawaiian tourism and white settle-
ment in popular magazines and industry brochures, in the
process strengthening the grip of the haole class over the
native population with whom the sport originated. “Pacific
Waves” will focus especially on Alexander Hume Ford,
founder of the Outrigger Canoe Club, Mid-Pacific
Magazine, the Hands-Around-the-Pacific Movement, and
the Pan Pacific Union. Ford, a mainlander who immedi-
ately took to surfing after relocating to Honolulu in 1907,
was probably the greatest champion of Hawaiian tourism
and water sports in the first half of the twentieth century.
Indeed, by 1917 Sumset magazine was pronouncing him
“Hawaii’s best booster and the busiest man in the mid-
Pacific.” Yet Ford was clear about his objectives. “Hawaii
for the White Man,” he unambiguously titled an article he
wrote for his Mid-Pacific Magazine. And the means
through which this could be accomplished were similarly
clear. Wave-riding would encourage American tourism,
tourism would encourage white settlement, and white set-
tlement would consolidate American control of the islands.
In this way, “Pacific Waves” will explore the confluence of

sport and leisure with the American imperial project.
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