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“Suspension(s) of Habeas Corpus: White-
Jacket, Billy Budd and Guantanamo”
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Kaplan drew attention to the importance for scholars to



address the “legal no-man’s land” that the US maintains at
Guantdnamo Bay, a notorious symbol of the Bush regime’s
blatant disregard for the rule of law that has now become a
thorn in the side of the Obama Administration. While un-
deniably part of a larger history of expansionism and
Empire—and, as such, a crucial site in Kaplan’s ongoing
project of “disinterring the buried history of imperialism”
in American studies—the penal colony at Guantinamo is
also the most egregious recent example of what Giorgio
Agamben has called “the state of exception,” a “grey zone”
of “indistinction” where what he refers to as “sovereign
violence” meets and blurs with the figure of homo sacer, or
“bare life.” The prisoners that were (and still are) lan-
guishing at Guantanamo, “illegal” or “enemy combatants”
merely suspected of terrorist activities, have filed hundreds
of petitions for writs of habeas corpus—a legal concept that
allows a person to challenge the basis of his or her confine-
ment—since they are being “indefinitely detained,” yet find
themselves without clear juridical status or classification.

the

Questions concerning sovereignty, inextricable
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relation between law and violence, the concept of “human
rights,” and the true nature of not only the ongoing “war on
terror” but also, and more crucially, the current state of
“democracy in America” all meet at Guantdnamo, in the ab-
ject body of the “extrajuridical detainee.” In this paper, I
argue that Herman Melville anticipated many of the issues
surrounding this “extrajuridical” space by focusing upon
two of his best-known texts dealing with what he himself
called the “everlasting suspension of'-- Habeas Corpus”:
White-Jacket, or the World in a Man-of-War (1850) and Billy
Budd, Sailor (published posthumously, in 1924). This is
not to say that Melville somehow predicted or foresaw the
“war on terror” or the Guantanamo gulag, but instead to as-
sert that his art expresses and stages a number of the very
same dilemmas that we face today. I conclude by reflecting
upon the current state of American Studies, in a time of cri-
sis, and how Melville’s work—often placed at the very cen-
ter of this field—might be retrieved in order to better

understand and address the present situation.
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“Transnational Reforms and Rhetorics: Ame-
rican Workers Respond to Japan’s Health
Insurance Policy”

Christina Owens (UC Davis/% iy 244 EEEKF)

Since July 2009, the English language media in Japan has
provided extensive coverage of a new policy proposed by
the Ministry of Justice, which would require foreigners in
Japan to show proof of enrollment in a national health insur-
ance plan when they apply for visa renewal. This Japanese
policy change comes at a time when Barack Obama’s pro-
posed U.S. health care reforms are being heatedly debated
both domestically and transnationally.

Amongst U.S. Americans who live and work in Japan, re-
actions to these proposed changes to Japanese policy are
diverse, but invariably the rhetoric harkens back to
neoliberal notions of “choice” and finds inspiration in
Obama’s memorable speeches about reform and empower-
ment. The activist group “Free Choice Foundation,”
chaired by an American who has lived in Japan for 20 years,
advocates against the proposed changes for foreigners in

Japan by echoing Obama’s call for both public and private



options and mimicking his rhetorical flourishes with the
Foundation’s tagline, “Striving for a Japan that can say ‘Yes’
to the health care needs of its foreign community.”

In contrast, members of the General Union, a labor or-
ganization that represents economically vulnerable
English-language teachers in Japan, walk a fine line, simul-
taneously supporting universal coverage in the U.S., while
critiquing the manner in which full coverage is being forced
onto foreigners in Japan without concomitant enforcement
of employers’ obligations.

As of this writing, February 2010, the prospects for both
health care reform in the U.S. and the implementation of
this new policy in Japan are uncertain but unpromising. As
concerns about taxes and welfare state policies stall the
conversation in the U.S., economically privileged expatri-
ates in Japan have used the neoliberal rhetoric of choice to
argue against a policy that was introduced, ironically, by the
neoliberal Council for Regulatory Reform. This council it-
self advocates for deregulation and outsourcing, the very
policies that render many foreign English teachers eco-
nomically vulnerable.

With U.S. American workers increasingly moving abroad
to fill the needs of transnational capital, neoliberal policy
and rhetoric work to delimit both life possibilities and dis-
cursive imaginaries in distinctively uneven ways. As part
of a larger ethnographic project on U.S. citizens living in
the Nagoya area, this paper asks: what gets lost in the
translation of political rhetoric across borders and how does
this translation process highlight the polarized, classed ter-
rain occupied by different groups of transnational U.S.

American migrants?
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“Epochs and Shadows: (Re)Imagining Artistic
Ideals through the U.S. Encounter with
Japan”

Michael J. Blouin (Michigan State University (F)/
[ EFE RS

This presentation will attempt to situate Lafcadio

Hearn’s use of Japanese aesthetics against the political tide

HAGES F D O J5E TH# Inada 1255 0 1) 5 B A3l
nais e, MR X 2 mHIE KRR O R 2 T O HHE % b
LI ENTED, S60T, MFEEZBMmIITITS
Inada (3 4G % W%E CD Td 5 Legends & Legacies (2004)
IR L T 5, FEEO T THE L, CD TS
N7z Inada DFERED [ =043 2 2 & T, HAE Lo
XETRHAIRN T OEBIERG T 5 &4k, INHEATME
R RPEICEAR TR 1Tk - Tl L3R A2 % L
72,

9 IKF 30 43~12 ¢ 5 43

B D G )

of Hegelian thought which was rising in the early U.S. writ-
ings on Japanese culture. In the fin-de-siecle United
States,

emerged to analyze the increasing popularity of Japanese

scholars (later deemed “Japanologists”) had
artwork. Ernest Fenollosa, a scholar of philosophy from
Harvard, came to Japan to collect and study its cultural ar-
tifacts. In doing so, he employed his own variation on
Hegelian thought in order to assimilate Eastern culture as
the “next step” in the evolution of mankind. The results
subsequently helped to generate an American “Orientalist”
tradition.

Lafcadio Hearn, also known by his adopted Japanese
name Koizumi Yakumo, countered Fenollosa by utilizing a
reactionary form (the American Gothic) as well as “non-
Western” tropes to speak back against Fenollosa’s
Idealized imperialism. This was the advent of a “Japanese
Gothic” in America. The American Gothic, a branch of
Romanticism with a long-standing place in the American
canon, served to challenge the status quo by re-introducing
elements beyond the understanding of mankind; other writ-
ers, such as Henry James and Edith Wharton, were em-
ploying this model to challenge popular notions of gender
and class at the turn of the century. Hearn significantly
used the genre for the first time in a global context, to bet-
ter understand a foreign culture at a moment in which im-
In addition, he

borrowed (rather liberally) from Japanese aesthetics in his

perial confidence was extremely high.

interpretations of regional folklore. Beyond his stories, this
presentation will also utilize his journals and letters to bet-
ter understand Hearn'’s aesthetic decisions as they were
calculated in dialogue with Fenollosa.

The two modes of viewing Japanese culture, an “Orient-
alist” tradition and a “Japanese Gothic” in America, were
never clearly delineated. Rather, they were in constant

flux. Hearn and Fenollosa, in attempting to canonize



Japanese aesthetics in the West, shifted regularly between
their roles as paternalistic owners of global culture as well
as radical antimodernists. By re-contextualizing these two
men as part of a shared intellectual moment, this presenta-
tion will reflect both the confidence and anxiety with which
Americans viewed their own “progress” through the early

encounters with Japanese aesthetics.
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“On Stevie Wonder’s ‘Songs in the Key of Life’ (1976)”

Kevin K. Gaines
(ASA President, University of Michigan)

In this lecture, I will discuss Stevie Wonder’s “Songs in the Key of Life” (1976) as an enduring cultural artifact
of what historians have called “the long civil rights movement.” In its time, the album’s eclectic use of many differ-
ent styles of music suggested a complex black subjectivity against dogmatic notions of blackness and a nostalgia for
a halcyon era of Afro-diasporic creativity, modernity, and hope that nurtured Wonder, and those of his generation.
In “Songs,” Wonder reasserted the movement’s vision of transformative, redemptive love amidst encroaching ills
of economic, political, and spiritual decline. In many respects crystallizing Wonder’s ongoing preoccupation with
black consciousness, faith, and spirituality, and with the struggle against evil in all of its forms, “Songs” offers a sus-
tained meditation on a social conception of love (agape) grounded in the ideals of such civil rights icons as Martin
Luther King and James Baldwin. Wonder imagines the quest for liberation not so much in the realm of politics or
legislation, but from the ground up, soul by soul. Today, as the city of Detroit (the birthplace of Motown Records)
and its people struggle to recover from post-industrial decline, it seems that Wonder’s music, much of it engaged
with community-building and re-building, and with the cultural resources of spirituality as a weapon against social

problems and crises, is well worth returning to.



“Is a Japanese Perspective Useful for Studying about America?:
Child Labor, Consumerism, and Status Concern during World War I1”

A3 HE K
(7 AN AFRak, BERY (B)

For Japanese students of American society and culture, the issue of whether their lack of familiarity with myriad
aspects of American culture commonly shared by American-born or -raised colleagues might inhibit their under-
standing of American society is an important concern. In this paper I attempt to show how a foreign perspective
that lacks an ingrained native viewpoint may be a useful tool for uncovering what has been overlooked in U.S. his-
tory.

For the past several decades a comparative approach to U.S. history has been debated in the rising tide of the in-
ternationalization of U.S. history, and transnational history has been proposed as a way to deparochialize or dena-
tionalize nation-state-centered U.S. history. In this debate, comparative history sometimes comes up short because
of its nation-state framework. In this presentation, I propose as a step toward framing transnational history that we
might do well to reconsider the validity of a comparative approach in order to get a more complete picture of
American society.

I argue that there are two types of comparative approach: explicit and implicit. In the type of comparative history
that we commonly know, certain aspects of U.S. history are explicitly compared with those in one or more countries
outside the United States. Yet there is another way of making comparisons. A historian with a foreign background
may examine aspects of U.S. society with her or his ingrained non-American viewpoint, consciously or uncon-
sciously, while at the same time bringing into play her or his American view that has been acquired through reading
and observing. What I attempt to show today is the usefulness of this implicit comparative approach for studying
U.S. history.

To make my case, I discuss three phenomena in American society during World War II that Americanists in the
United States have largely failed to see: child labor (i.e., the “problem” of children and young students in the labor
market), consumerism, and status-concerned people.

In the study of American society during World War II historians have focused on women working in factories, as
represented by Rosie the Riveter—perhaps one of the most well-known images of wartime American society. We
also have heard much about rationing, growing "victory” gardens, and conserving needed materials in order to cope
with the shortage of consumer goods caused by the war-oriented economy. Also, we know of the unprecedented
and unsurpassed unity of the American people to fight the war after the bombing of Pearl Harbor.

However, if we Japanese with our comparative perspective closely investigate the reality of American employ-
ment, rationing, and unity, we soon discover other important aspects of wartime American society. We can begin
by looking at child labor. We know that in Japan school-aged children and youths, rather than women as in the
United States, were mobilized for war work. If, instead of looking at this from an American perspective and asking
why Japanese women were not mobilized, we take a Japanese perspective and ask why in the United Sates women
but not children and youths were mobilized for war, we discover that American children and youths did in fact work
during the war and that there was considerable concern about child labor among educators and social reformers.

In a similar manner, when we take a comparative look at the everyday lives of American people during World War
II, we find that they were enjoying consumerism and abundant food in the midst of rationing and conservation.
Furthermore, a closer look at the wartime lives of local high school students reveals a society divided by class and
people’s preoccupation with their social status, despite the nation’s call for unity.

Whether or not these findings reaffirm American exceptionalism or difference, by taking a comparative attitude
as Japanese we can uncover phenomena of American society during World War II that have hitherto been ignored
and thus we become closer to having a more complete picture of the United States in that period.
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“U.S.-Japan Economic Relations Since 1960:
History and Prospect”
Aaron Forsberg CKERfEHE)

U.S.-Japan Economic Relations Since 1960: History and
Prospect” looks beyond the growth of linkages born of in-
creased trade and investment to identify key structural
changes in the world economy and how they pose chal-
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lenges fundamentally different than those the institutional
arrangements of five decades ago sought to address. It de-
scribes the emergence of the bilateral economic partner-
ship after 1945 and explores the intellectual underpinnings
of current policy discussion of innovation and entrepre-
neurship and international cooperation to deal with global
issues such as climate change.

The overriding economic task for both countries after
the Second World War was the reintegration of Japan into
the global economy and by 1960 the institutions to enable
Japan to prosper were in place. In a world divided into two
antagonistic blocs, with a growing number of newly inde-
pendent countries not committed to either, Japan’s conser-
vative leadership positioned Japan squarely on the side of
the United States in the Cold War, as evidenced by the
signing of the Mutual Security Treaty. Strategic partner-
ship aligned the two powers’ economic priorities behind
finding supplies of raw materials and access to foreign mar-
kets for Japan through participation in the U.S.-led eco-
nomic order, including access to the American market.
Domestic institutional arrangements that took shape as
Japan entered a period of “high-speed growth” led by its
manufacturing sector and fueled by domestic demand in-
cluded emphasis on nationwide scale, standardization, cen-
tralized government decision-making, extensive govern-
mental regulation, private-sector leadership by large
diversified enterprises, and conformity among employees.

While the bilateral economic relationship exhibited sta-
bility during the ensuing decades despite episodes of in-
tense friction, the world economy changed profoundly in
large measure as a result of political upheaval. The year
1979 stands out as a turning point. Whereas the rise of
Margaret Thatcher in the United Kingdom heralded a re-
surgence of economic vibrancy in the West, the Soviet in-
vasion of Afghanistan set in motion a train of events
culminating in the dissolution of the Eastern bloc. China’s
embrace of the market powered by the information technol-
ogy revolution and the triumph of radical Islam in Iran
transformed the economic as well as political dynamics in

East Asia and the Middle East. As awareness of the impact



of economic development on the environment grew, con-
cepts of “sustainable development” advocated by visionar-
ies like Barbara Ward and Buckminster Fuller in the 1960s
and 1970s moved to the center of policy discussion by the
century’s end.

In 2010, emerging markets count for a growing share of
global economic activity; their industries increasingly com-
pete with those of advanced economies just as their mar-
kets present new opportunities. Yet peoples living in large
swaths of the world remain largely apart from the global
economy, whether because of physical isolation, poor gov-
ernance, internal political conflict, or breakdown of social
and political order. Rising demand for natural resources
and the growing environmental impact of human activity
have created the need for a new industrial revolution where
the processes ushered in by the first are reinvented to re-
duce inputs, reuse resources, and minimize the impact on
the environment. Innovation will be essential to generate
the new industries to lead advanced economies forward and
to provide models for sustainability. In both the American
and Japanese experience, entrepreneurial ventures have
played a vital role in unleashing such innovation. As the
world’s two largest economies, Japan and the United States
also have a special role to play in restoring order and fos-
tering development at the periphery. Addressing these
challenges calls for significant changes in the institutional
arrangements we have inherited, which will in turn require

determined political leadership.
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Workshop A

“Cultural Strategies in Time of Change:

Minority-Majority Relations”

“Making Meaning in Schools: Race and the
Cultural Politics of Mentorship”
Rick Bonus (University of Washington)

“Making Meaning in Schools: Race and the Cultural
Politics of Mentorship,” initially examines a particular it-
eration of color-blindness in the wake of Barack Obama’s
election into the US presidency. Color-blindness, usually
expressed as the principal reason why Obama won and sub-
sequently governs despite and regardless of his race, has
pervaded American culture and altered American foreign
policies in significant ways. But in this paper, I refer to
color-blindness not merely as an account of the exacerbated
form by which inequality across races in American educa-
tional systems is perpetuated. More than this, I pursue an
analytic strategy that underscores color-blindness as a phe-
nomenon that is also productive of strategies of meaning-
making among students whose race only counts when it is
used as an indicator of “diversity” but otherwise ignored
when measuring their academic performance.

Color-blindness is not a recent phenomenon. For the
past decade or so, universities have witnessed the decline
of minority students on their campuses primarily because
of the lifting of affirmative action programs, as a conse-
quence of color-blind attitudes. Obama’s victory has fueled
their contemporary practice in more intense ways. In this
paper, I focus on the effects of color-blind schooling and the
responses of Filipino American and Pacific Islander stu-
dents against it. Specifically, I investigate the relationships
between structural inequalities in schools that exclude or
produce low retention rates for these students — dispro-
portionately students of color — and the efforts that such
students mobilize to address such inequalities. These ef-
forts center on the production of meaningful schooling that
fundamentally identifies inequality, retention, and
mentorship, as political and social/cultural phenomena so
that successful projects aimed at student retention need to
firstly consider the political and cultural as opposed to

merely the socio-economic determinants that constrain
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retention. By “cultural,” I do not mean here culturally dif-
ferent forms of knowledge acquisition. I mean, rather, its
reference to the social relations between youth as much as
between youth and schooling as historically an engine of
racialization and a critical arena of relationships of power.
My paper, therefore, wishes to advance the critical ne-
cessity of understanding color-blindness and strategies
against it within the context of education as a significant
component of a discussion on minority-majority relations
specified by the workshop. To understand relationships of
power in US schools in reference to racialized social rela-
tions is to demand scholarly recognition of student social
practices as important sites of political and socio-cultural
agency that shape the very meanings of these power rela-
tionships. In addition, these understandings demand that
studies in education need to include and develop student
participation in the politics of higher education if we are to
see the retention rates of such students improve. This in-
cludes the facilitation and support of student and faculty ac-
tivities in different locations (imagined both as social
spaces and collective gatherings) that engage with the re-
alities of differential power in school settings. I conducted
an ethnography of these activities both to evaluate the pro-
grams and to make an intervention into education theory
and American Studies which concern themselves with the
pressing issue of retention of underrepresented popula-
tions in higher education and the centrality of race and re-

sistance in these issues.

“Color-blindness as a Strategy of Overcoming
Barriers: American Jews and Higher
Education in the 1940s”

Miyuki Kita (The University of Kitakyushu)

This paper presents examination of the Jewish organiza
tions’ fight against an anti-Jewish quota system at U.S. col-
leges in the late 1940s. In doing so, the author describes
Jewish preferences for color-blindness as a strategy of real-
izing equality in higher education.



From the 1910s through the 1940s, higher educational in-
stitutions, especially private universities in the northeast
and medical and law schools throughout the United States
imposed secret quotas against Jewish students. They had
been intended to reduce the number of Jewish students,
who were overrepresented among the student body. In
fact, Jews rushed to universities to obtain credentials for
professions because they knew that education, or profes-
sional training, was the admission ticket into American so-
ciety. For example, the percentage of Jewish students at
Harvard University was 22% in 1922, although Jews ac-
counted for only 3% of the total population of the United
States. In June of that year, Harvard President Abbott
Lawrence Lowell announced his intention to restrict the
admission of Jewish students because they constituted a
disproportionately large share of the student body.
Consequently, quota systems became an important aspect
of American anti-Semitic discrimination.

As described in previous reports, quota systems were
considered to have weakened along with the decline of ra-
cism and expansion and equalization of higher education
after WWIL. In the late 1940s, however, American Jewish
organizations, especially the American Jewish Congress,
gave their active support to passage of fair educational
practices laws, which forbade schools of higher education
from limiting or barring enrollment of students because of
race, religion, or national origin. Additionally, they advo-
cated the elimination of questions on applications, which
enabled universities to discriminate against certain groups.
Furthermore, Brandeis University, a Jewish sponsored
secular university established in 1948 in Waltham, MA,
never asked applicants their race or religion on application
forms. Its founders had aspired to make it a model of a
non-quota university. Consequently, they tried to combat
the quota system by promoting racially and religiously neu-
tral admission procedures, not by defaming anti-Semitism
at colleges themselves.

The reason Jews selected such a strategy is that the
quota system was a less visible and tacit form of discrimina-
tion. It informally reduced the number of Jewish students.
College administrators never admitted that they had
adopted such practices and discriminatory admission poli-
cies. For that reason, Jews thought that discrimination
could be prevented by prohibiting universities from asking
about applicants’ race and religion in their applications.
This Jewish color-blind orientation was apparent also in
other areas of combating racism. They were involved in
litigation, launched by the NAACP, to desegregate the

schools in the South. Jews supported black plaintiffs seek-
ing to enroll in white schools; they also filed amicus curiae
briefs against several graduate and law schools and in the

historic Brown vs. Board of Education case.

“College Student Cultural Activities and
Identity Politics: Filipino Americans and
Folk Dance”

Akira Kinoshita (Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this presentation is to examine the activi-
ties of ethnic student organizations in American colleges.
Through such campus organizations, minority students
conduct events and activities to enhance ethnic ties, con-
front discrimination and improve their social status. It is
very important to understand the identity politics of mod-
ern ethnic minorities, even though not all college students
are involved in them.

My study focuses on Filipino American student organiza-
tions. One of their most important activities is Philippine
folk dance. Most Filipino Americans who study at famous
colleges are from middle or upper middle families and have
only limited contact with historical Filipino communities.
Culture is a crucial issue for them because culture identi-
fies who they are. But 10 years ago most of these students
didn’t know their culture very well or had formed negative
impressions about it due to racism in the US and coloniza-
tion of their homeland. Folk dance, the symbol of
Philippine culture, was one of the most valuable ways they
could learn and experience their culture and history. The
practice and performance of folk dance as a team could em-
power students to overcome their negative self-images.

The highly acclaimed de facto Philippine “national” dance
company has become a model for Filipino students for a
long time. As the company’s dance style has been taken to
represent original and authentic Philippine culture, it has
been thought to be very difficult for students to change it.
But recently many student organizations seem to have
overcome this essentialism. This presentation looks at this
phenomenon through a case study of the Filipino student
organization at the University of California, San Diego. The
organization shows two contrasting trends in their dance
styles. The first trend is “modernization” or “Americani-
zation.” For example, the organization has introduced
modern dances and popular music such as hip-hop into
their folk dance programs. This trend has occurred in step
with other changes of the Filipino organization such as its

tendency to become larger and accept more diverse people



including many non Filipino members. These changes
have enabled Filipino students to better cooperate with
other racial/ethnic originations to know more about each
other’s culture and to tackle problems on campus. The
second trend is “indigenization.” It denies the theatricali-
zation of the “national” company style and instead tries to
imitate local dances in the Philippines without modifica-
tions. This trend is enabled by information about folk
dance gained from expanded relations with the homeland.
In my case a few students from ethnic minorities in the
Philippines undertook to gradually replace the “national”
style with the indigenous style.

Thus students use either modernized or indigenous
styles as their programs demand. This paradoxical situa-
tion enables the organization to accept a wide range of self-

expression and diversified people. Indigenization is

supported in particular by ethnically conscious members
highly concerned with issues relating to Filipino Americans
and the Philippines. These members are not the majority
but usually take leading roles in the organization. The
authenticity of the folk dance is crucial because homeland
culture and history is a critical part of their identity. This
authenticity gives them the pride to connect with their
original culture and room to accept modernized dances. On
the other hand modern style dances appeal to many mem-
bers with only a slight acquaintance with folk dances. They
can enjoy producing dances with music familiar to them and
start to learn their roots.

Identity politics is criticized as reclusive and essentialist
even though simple assimilation is no longer acceptable.
The student organization may show a new possibility to ad-

dress this problem.
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“Fighting a White Man’s War: Participation
and Representation of the Native Ameri-
can during WWII”

Juri Abe (Rikkyo University)

There were no ethnic and racial groups who contributed
their service to their country in the Second World War
more than the Native Americans, and they were no doubt
a “model minority” as far as fighting was concerned.

The overwhelming majority of Indians welcomed the op-
portunity to serve in WWIL. By the end of the war, 24,521
reservation Indian and 20,000 off-reservation Indians had
served. The combined figure of 44,500 was more than ten
percent of the Native American population during the war
years. This represents one-third of all able-bodied Indian
men from 18 to 50 years of age. In some tribes, the per-
centage of men in the military reached as high as 70 per-
cent. The Navaho and other tribes were so eager to go to
war that they stood for hours in bad weather to sign their
draft cards, while others carried their own rifles so they
would be ready for battle right away. When enlistment was
rejected due to their English illiteracy, Navaho even organ-
ized remedial English training on their reservation to qual-
ify for the service.

A 1942 survey indicates that 99 percent of all eligible
healthy Indian, males aged 21 to 44 had registered for the
draft and 40 percent more Native Americans voluntarily en-
listed than had been drafted. A War Department official
even commented that if the entire population had enlisted
in the same proportion as the Native Americans, Selective
Service would have been rendered unnecessary.

One would wonder, why then, as a victims of colonialism
over the centuries, they were so enthusiastic to fight a
“White Man’s War.” Popular literature often posits eco-
nomic and social causes that were shared among other un-

derprivileged ethnic minorities. Military service with
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benefit in fact fulfilled their financial needs and gave impe-
tus to their social upward mobility after the war, yet these
are not enough to explain their eagerness to fight. I would
explore other backgrounds such as their warrior tradition
and their volitional appropriation of the war as an opportu-
nity to reassert their native pride.

The Native American participation in WWII was so ex-
tensive that it reinforced the warrior image in both their
people and among the American public. They served on all
fronts in the war and were honored by receiving numerous
Purple Hearts, Air Medals, Distinguished Flying Crosses,
Bronze Stars, Silver Stars, Distinguished Service Crosses,
and three Congressional Medals of Honor. As Tim Giago,
an editor of Lakota Time (currently Indian Country
Today), a leading newspaper in the Indian countries, com-
ments in the Nov. 9, 1983 issue, "The American Indian has
fought, and earned more decoration (as a group) than any
other ethnic group in this country,.... I have never at-
tended a veterans meeting or an American Legion meeting
on the reservation without witnessing the extreme pride
held by the Indian veterans.”

Indian soldiers enjoyed being called “chief” by their
white colleagues in their platoons and war heroes such as
Emest Childers, Jack Montgomery, and Van Barfoot pro-
jected and multiplied the traditional warrior image of the
Indian. Ira Hayes who helped to raise the American flag on
Mt. Suribachi, Iwo Jima, was made a national hero, and was
utilized to sell war bonds.

The Americans expected Indian soldiers to behave as
“warriors” which they had long denied. Indian soldiers in
turn appropriated their expectation and redressed native
identity to regain the dignity long impaired. A battlefield
was, in fact, a strange place where the color lines were

fondly embraced.



“Visual Battleground: Photography of the
Internment of Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II”

Linda Gordon (New York University)

In February 1942, shortly after Imperial Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, the US government ordered the
imprisonment of all the west-coast Japanese Americans
(120,000 people, approximately 2/3 of whom were
American citizens). The Army immediately hired a pho-
tographer, Dorothea Lange, to document the internment
process. The Army’s motive was, no doubt, to create evi-
dence that the internees were not abused. But the photog-
rapher had a different motive: at least the hope to provide
an historical record and at best to show that the internment
was unjust, abusive, and not necessary to the war effort.

Lange soon learned that photography of the internees
would become a “representational battleground.”' Her ear-
liest images, made as the Japanese Americans were being
rounded up, showed the circulation of venomous carica-
tures of Japanese faces. These photographs demonstrate
how the wartime discourse shifted from anger at the milita-
rism and expansionism of imperial Japan to an hysteria
against the Japanese as a race. The Army’s sensitivity to
the power of images can be seen in its refusal to allow in-
ternees to bring cameras into the camps. The Army fired
Lange by July of 1942, and impounded her photographs,
which were unmistakably critical; they were not seen by
the public until 2006." To provide a different perspective,
the director of the internment camp at Manzanar, in
California’s eastern desert, then hired the renowned Ansel
Adams to photograph there. Like most American liberals,
Adams supported the internment but wanted to show that
the Japanese Americans were “loyal” and would understand
and forgive the “inconvenience” of incarceration for the
larger cause of defeating fascism and aggression. His pho-
tographs were not only widely circulated, but used by the
US Office of War Information “to combat Japanese propa-
ganda which claims our behavior is monstrous.”

To some degree the difference between Lange’s and
Adams’s perspectives replicated a political division among
Japanese Americans. Their mainstream political leader-
ship, notably in the Japanese American Citizens League, ad-
vocated cooperation with the round-up and internment,
while a minority wanted to protest. Adams’s photographic
apologia for the internment was enthusiastically received
by many Japanese Americans; they helped to establish the
American stereotype of Japanese people as dignified in

their passivity

But those who knew Lange’s early work, and her fervent
admiration for President Franklin Roosevelt, would not
have expected such an act of protest from her. She was not
a militant, and in general her photography did not counsel
activism; her usual images are so contemplative that they
seem to counsel patience. Rather Lange’s critical perspec-
tive on the internment came from her deep knowledge of
California’s agricultural economy and racial system. The
internment policy was first advocated by corporate agri-
business, specifically the Agricultural Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce. It hoped to force the Japanese out
of their successful truck farming businesses, to buy
Japanese-owned land cheaply. Although only one percent
of the California population, the Japanese controlled almost
half of commercial truck farming in the state. Issei farmers
were able to produce higher quality produce at lower prices
and were thereby undercutting the large corporate grow-
ers. Lange knew this because she had previously worked
for the Farm Security Administration, photographing the
rural impact of the economic depression, and her husband
and partner in work was the leading academic expert on ag-
ricultural labor, the progressive economist Paul Schuster
Taylor. Both Lange and Taylor knew well the deeply
racialized nature of the exploitation of farmworkers in the
US.

I plan to illustrate this photographic battle by showing a
selection of both Lange’s and Adams’ images of the intern-

ment and of Lange’s earlier images of farmworkers.

' Jasmine Alinder, Moving Images: Photography and the
Japanese American Incarceration (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 2009), p.1.

* Linda Gordon and Gary Okihiro, eds., Impounded:
Dorothea Lange and the Censored Images of Japanese
American Internment in World War II, W. W. Norton, 2006.
* Estelle Campbell to Adams, quoted by Nancy Newhall (a
close friend of Adams), unpub. mss. on Adams, 209, at
Center for Creative Photography, Tucson, AZ. See
Impounded, p. 34.

“Japan, World War II, and Third World Libe-
ration”
Gary Y. Okihiro (Columbia University)

There is a tendency within European historiography,
scholars have noted, to deny significance to the anti-
colonial struggles of the Third World. Such histories credit



Europeans with gifting independence to their former colo-
nies and providing them the infrastructures for modern na-
tion states. And they belittle the postcolonial efforts at
nation building by referencing tribalism, ethnic and relig-
ious conflicts, corruption, and ineptitude as some of the
consequences of the postcolonial condition.

Those defenders of colonialism slight anti-colonialism’s
efficacy along with the racism, which underwrote white ex-
pansion and rule. In fact, although a crucial aspect of the
white identity, race and racism are virtually ignored in aca-
demic discourses such as international relations although
European and American imperialists had few inhibitions
about speaking in racist terms.

The anti-colonial, nation-building movement, which long
preceded World War II and which white supremacists
painted as anti-white, crested during that war both as dis-
course and strategies of resistance. Japan and nationalist
leaders in Asia played key roles in that confrontation on
both fronts, and they punctuated the contradiction between
the West’s rhetoric of equality and freedom and its practice
of colonial and neo-colonial subjugation.

Within the U.S., “the good war” of popular appeal ne-
glects the racial fault lines and upheavals surfaced by the
war, and denies the proficiency of anti-racist struggles,

which connected white imperialism and its consort, racism

Workshop B

“From Cultural to Political Transformation:
The Obama Presidency and the Rise of a
Nonwhite American Majority”

Scott Kurashige (University of Michigan)

With the Census Bureau projecting the United States
will become majority “nonwhite” by 2042, Barack Obama’s
presidency serves as a defining moment in the transforma-
tion of a nation marked by a history of slavery, racism,
nativism, and genocide. This paper will analyze the shifting
and contested narrative of American national identity
within this context.

Part one will highlight the central role that Obama’s cul-
tural appeal (over and above his policy platform) played in

abroad, with the condition of nonwhites at home. As in the
colonies, it was disloyalty, even sedition to point to the du-
plicitous nature of the war, allegedly pursued by the Allies
for the preservation of democracy, and when African
Americans praised the anti-racist, anti-colonial aspects of
Japan’s conquests in Asia, they came under surveillance, at-
tack, and censure.

This paper redresses those mischaracterizations of
World War II and with it world history. If, as W.E.B. Du
Bois claimed, the problem of the twentieth century was the
problem of the color line, then the attempts to, in Frantz
Fanon’s words, solve the problems created by Europe were
monumental in scale and in substance. World War II was,
like World War I, fought among European nations and their
allies over national sovereignty, including their colonial
possessions. Japan’s role in puncturing that European con-
ceit of empire and the ideology of racism, which upheld the
expropriation of land and labor, at the century’s start in the
Russo-Japanese war and again during the 1930s and 40s
was decisive in the decolonization process during and after
World War II. And despite the persistence of neo-
colonialism following independence in Africa and Asia, the
Third World was a monumental achievement and a trans-
formation that ended nearly four hundred years of imperial

and world history.
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14 I 10 53 ~16 If 40 43

Chair: Julie Higashi (Ritsumeikan University)

Commentator: Kevin K. Gaines (ASA President,
University of Michigan)

establishing him as a representative of a newly emerging
majority. Obama provided diverse ethnic and cultural
“minorities” with an unprecedented stake in the narrative
of a progressive American nation. Thus, his campaign be-
came the vehicle for such groups to transcend protest and
identity politics through collective engagement in bottom-
up mobilization.

The Obama campaign’s invocation of a “new American
majority” appealed to diverse segments of the American
population through a polyphonic discourse. At the most ge-
neric level, Obama challenged George W. Bush’s
unilateralist foreign policy, his skewed economic policies,
and his deference to the religious right on cultural issues.

However, to distinguish himself from other Democratic



contenders offering similar policy proposals, Obama deftly
employed rhetoric and style to present his candidacy as an
outgrowth of the new social movements of the 1960s. By
making his most prominent slogans “the fierce urgency of
now” (taken from Martin Luther King, Jr.) and “yes, we
can” (an English translation of the United Farm Workers
chant “si se puede”) Obama especially linked the legacy of
the black civil rights movement to the struggle arising from
working-class immigrants.

Part two will focus on the challenge of moving beyond
the left/right policy debates and renewed culture wars that
have engulfed the Obama presidency, exposing the limits of
even progressive manifestations of representative demo-
cracy. What has been lost in this back and forth is the
transformative and participatory democratic culture that
moved the “yes, we can” millions to a new vision and prac-
tice of multiracial solidarity. The paper thus closes with a
meditation on the enduring relevance of Martin Luther
King’s call for a “revolution of values” to overcome the
“giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism”—a
call I see as the best articulation of a political vision to
guide the new cultural majority and bring the US into har-
mony with what King called the “world house.”

I will offer examples of how historical movements in Los
Angeles and contemporary movements in Detroit—both
majority nonwhite cities—are connected to King’s legacy.
As I argue in my book, The Shifting Grounds of Race: Black
and Japanese Americans in the Making of Multiethnic Los
Angeles, Los Angeles exemplifies the paradigm shift in the
American construction of race from integration (which pre-
sumes a white majority) toward multiculturalism. Detroit,
however, as a formerly industrial city that has endured an
economic collapse and nearly total abandonment by white
residents poses the challenge of rebuilding human relations
and a postindustrial economy from the ground up.

To best promote a transnational dialogue, I especially
welcome an opportunity to discuss with the audience, their
assessment of Obama—both as a candidate in 2008 and as
a sitting president in 2010—as well as their perceptions of

Los Angeles and Detroit.

“The Art of Reconciliation: Or Why Japanese
Apologies Sound Artless”
Anri Morimoto (International Christian University)

My presentation will first treat, in some detail, the 2007
resolution of the US Congress that calls on the Japanese

government to apologize for its involvement in the wartime

comfort women issue. The resolution highlights a pattern
of repeated failures Japan has suffered on recent interna-
tional scenes. Why do Japanese apologies fall flat? Edgar
Morin, a French philosopher, proposes that this is because
Japan does not seek forgiveness in the first place. He and
Jacques Derrida assume that the art of reconciliation, or the
art of receiving forgiveness in return for an offered apology,
though now spread worldwide, originates in Christian tradi-
tion. I challenge their assumption through an analysis of a
mindset unique to the Japanese when making apologies.
This mindset is best captured by a psychoanalytic concept
called “Ajase complex” that originates in Buddhist back-
grounds. According to this paradigm, Japanese apologies
are by default internally complete and lack an outbound
channel for expression. They do not seek forgiveness in
exchange for apology. Rather, they have a distinctive
method of completing the circle of reconciliation within
themselves. I will offer this argument for open discussion,
especially with reference to two more recent cases of pub-
lic apology, one by Akio Toyoda on car recalls and the other
by Tiger Woods on his extramarital affairs. At the end of
my presentation, if time allows, I will show a brief strip
(two minutes) from a recent Japanese movie (Bushi no
Ichibun, or Love and Honor in English) that I hope evi-

dences my thesis.

“America’s Chinatown and the Challenge of
Representation”
Peggy Chung Hui Cho (Kyung Hee University)

The authors of Race, Ethnicity, and Place in a Changing
America write that studying the cultural histories of
America should start with examining “the nature of ethnic
and racial settlements in contemporary America.” In the
case of the history of the Chinese in America, the ethnic
settlements which became known as Chinatowns have be-
come all-important in understanding the experience of the
Chinese American community. Layered with multiple
meanings and images, they have served as protective en-
claves for Chinese immigrants who were perceived as
threats by Euro-Americans. Located geographically within
America, Chinatowns have nevertheless been perceived as
“foreign territory,” populated by inscrutable foreigners who
were either unassimilable or unwilling to assimilate to
American society. Popular periodicals as well as govern-
ment documents described Chinatowns as unsanitary,
crime-ridden, and exotic places; these racist observations

have contributed to biases that persist even to this day.



Throughout the history of America’s various immigrant
experiences, the American ethnic novel has taken on the
task of challenging such negative assumptions and exposing
the struggles of ethnic minorities against real and per-
ceived odds of trying to establish a life in America. This
paper examines the representations of America’s China-
towns in Chinese American literature, as the Chinese
American ethnic text has functioned both to construct and
deconstruct the history of the Chinese group identity in
America. Chinese American writers have been concerned
with documenting Chinatown as home to the Chinese im-
migrant experience in the US as well as with reconciling
the multiple stereotypes that have been forced on Chinese
Americans. To the average American reader, Chinese
American fictional works have also functioned as windows
to Chinatowns and its inhabitants. As such, American read-
ers have come to expect ethnic Chinese American litera-
ture to serve as realistic records of the Chinese American

community. Indeed, such expectations came to be

considered as the touchstone of an author’s authenticity
and/or artistic credibility. Chinese American authors,
therefore, have been doubly challenged to answer the call
for relevancy and artistry in their work.

The main Chinese American novel chosen for this study
is Fae Myenne Ng’s Bone. A novel that attempts to be true
to the history of the Chinese American experience while
also confronting the challenges of representing Chinatown,
it simultaneously relates the drama of a single family and
the drama of the history of multiple generations of Chinese
American immigrants. Ng’s novel will be studied, with ref-
erences to other Chinese American novels produced in the
second half of the twentieth century, as a work that allows
an examination of ideas such as assimilation, segregation,
gendered immigrant experiences, economic exploitation,
sociohistorical construction of identities, as well as the
reconciliations, both artistic and historical, that have be-

come crucial in the ethnic Chinese American novel.
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