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[bookmark: _GoBack]Call for Proposals: Framing the “American Century”: Wars, Migrations, Social Justice (Due September 15, 2016)

The American Studies Association (ASA) and the Japanese Association for American Studies (JAAS), with support from the Japan-United States Friendship Commission (JUFSC), are pleased to announce a competition open to ASA members (U.S. citizens). We plan to select two ASA delegates (pending funding) for participation in the annual JAAS conference to be held in May–June 2017 in Japan. We invite proposals for papers to be presented at the JAAS conference and for the two-day pro-seminars in Japan. The award covers round trip airfare to Japan, housing, and modest daily expenses.

The members of the ASA-JAAS Project Advisory Committee and the International Committee of JAAS will choose the delegates by collaborative assessment and selection. Two-day pro-seminars will be held, most likely after the JAAS conference, which will enable JAAS scholars to participate. Themes of the pro-seminars will be connected to the papers delegates present at JAAS. The ASA delegates will collaborate with the International Committee of JAAS in finalizing the format of the pro-seminars and will be responsible for participating in scholarly exchanges with JAAS members, from graduate students (including those who may not yet be JAAS members) to senior scholars.  Under the proposed project, the ASA delegates will tentatively spend two days at the JAAS conference, two days in their pro-seminars, plus travel time, for a total of about a week.

Project Theme:

This is the third year of our new proposal for scholarly exchanges between the American Studies Association (ASA) and the Japan Association for American Studies (JAAS) covering the three-year project period, 2015-2017.

The scholarly theme is Framing the “American Century”: Wars, Migrations, Social Justice, which addresses urgent issues relevant to our current historical moment, when US officials (and their counterparts around the world) claim and proclaim the United States as the lone “superpower” and pursue policies and practices to secure that status. With the proliferation of studies on empire, anticommunism, radical movements, mass incarceration, indigeneity, and globalization in recent years, American Studies has emerged as a vibrant site to explore and critique the making of the “American Century.” Over the past two decades, scholars have been addressing the three absences that former ASA President Amy Kaplan identified in Cultures of United States Imperialism (1993): “the absence of culture from the history of U.S. imperialism; the absence of empire from the study of American culture; and the absence of the United States from the postcolonial study of imperialism.”

With this project, we seek to consider some of the ways that recent and emergent scholarship in American Studies can help us reconsider the roots and routes of US power across the twentieth century. We are interested in moving beyond familiar narratives and binaries used to describe (and justify) America’s role in the world—isolationism vs. internationalism, hard power vs. soft power, totalitarianism vs. democracy, immigrants vs. refugees, civil rights vs. foreign policy—to generate a new vocabulary and chronology to interpret how policymakers, migrants, social activists, multinational corporations, and others have produced and experienced displacements and movements central to and in excess of the US state. Against a backdrop of American exceptionalism and triumphalism, how might we narrate the twentieth century beyond a story of nation-state building, whether in support of or in resistance to, the mandates of the US state?

Movements for Social Justice (2017): The final year of the project encourages proposals to consider how to frame the wide range of social movements that helped to define and shape the twentieth century—among them, anticolonial nationalists, feminists, labor organizers, civil rights activists, communists, anarchists, and Third World nationalists, queer activists. To take the black freedom movement, or the civil rights movement, as an example, scholars in American Studies have radically refigured its historical trajectory, extending its roots back in time and challenging liberal narratives of national redemption. Recent scholarship on mass incarceration, queer communities, and the US-Mexico borderlands has also highlighted the promises, limitations, and contradictions of grassroots activism. Particularly in the wake of ASA’s support of the BDS (Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions) movement, which follows generations of political engagement and political organizing on a host of other issues, the final year of our project would afford a valuable opportunity to explore the ethics and demands of linking scholarship and activism. To bring our three-year project to a close, how might we theorize and historicize movements for justice and democracy?


Application Procedures: 
Each application should include a summary in 300 words of the proposed paper to be presented at the JAAS annual meeting. Participants should explain how the proposed paper contributes to a discussion of the project theme in general, and more specifically to the 2017 conference theme, Movements for Social Justice. Applicants should include a personal statement, no longer than two pages, describing their interest in this project and the issues that their own scholarship and teaching have addressed. Personal statements may include comments on previous collaboration or work with non-U.S. academics or students. Prior experience of work or travel in Japan is not a requirement for selection, but if applicable, applicants may comment on their particular interest in, or connections to, Japan. In addition, applications should include a two-page curriculum vitae, emphasizing publications and teaching experience and the names and addresses of three references. All applicants must be available to travel for a weeklong period to Japan in May-June 2017; exact dates required for travel will be forthcoming. Applicants must be current members of the ASA and U.S. citizens and preference will be given to candidates who are active participants of the ASA. Please explain in what capacity you have participated in ASA panels, committees, journal, etc. in your personal statement. Scholars must have a Ph.D. and preference will be given to those with teaching experience and a publication record. Application materials should be addressed to the ASA-JAAS Project Advisory Committee and uploaded as a Word or PDF document in a single attachment before midnight (US DST) September 15, 2016 at http://www.theasa.net/submit_pdf/asa-jaas_project_proposals/. See for additional info: http://www.theasa.net/project_asa_jaas/

